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ST. CATHARINES - CANADIAN CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 


THE CORPORATION OF THE 


CITY OF ST. CATHARINES 
ONTARIO 1867 | 1967 


Amid all the events and the many large projects that are belng under- 
taken to celebrate the Centenary of the Confederation of Canada, It Is 
well to pause and consider the contributions, our clty has made to the 

development of our beloved country and to pay honour to those citizens 
who through the one hundred years have given of thelr best efforts 

to bulld a community on loyalty to the highest principles of democratic 

government. 


The history of St. Catharines Is In the long and continuing procession 
of all the people who passed this way before us, thelr good deeds and 
the places they knew. As we read the record of thelr Ilves may we 
more fully appreciate thelr great works and thelr sacrifices, as they 
pald the price for those privileges that are now ours. 


To be a citizen of Canada Is to be one of a great nation and to be a 
cltlzen of St. Catharines Is also a mark of distinction. 


i) ef nS ren 


Wilfred R. Bald, 
Chairman, 
St, Catharines-Canadian Centennial Committee 


THE CORPORATION OF THE 


CITY OF ST. CATHARINES 


ONTARIO 


ROBERT M. JOHNSTON 
MAYOR 


The mind boggles a little when we try to imagine St. Catharines 
as it was over one hundred years ago. Itis a little like trying to picture 
a fully grown tree as a newly planted seedling; so much has changed. 


And it is just as difficult to collate and identify all the factors 
that have rendered a small, pioneer settlement into a large, modern city 
as it is to measure the size and effect of the elements that have trans- 
formed a nineteenth century acorn into a twentieth century oak; so much 
has to be considered. 


However, the authors of The Centennial History of St. Cathar- 
ines have done an admirable job in depicting St. Catharines’ past, and in 
bringing to light a great many of the events and personalities that have 
played major roles in its development. More importantly, still, they 
have succeeded in portraying the spirit of energy and civic-pride which 
so eminently characterizes our citizens of today, as well as our citizens 


of yesterday. 


This chronicle, therefore, written to commemorate Canada's 
one hundred years of confederation, makes a most appropriate memento: 
In relating the history of St. Catharines, it resultantly communicates some- 
thing of the history of Canada as well, and the prominent part we have 
played in our country's rise to nationhood. 


I am confident that our citizens will receive a great deal of 
enjoyment from this book, and on behalf of its authors, I wish to thank 


its many contributors. 


Johnston 
September, 1967. Mayor 
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BEGINNINGS > 
INDIAN TRAILS 


It is doubtful if the actual origin of St. Catharines will ever be known with 
any accuracy. It is however evident that two elements had a very important part to 
play in its origin and location. The first of these is a gravel ridge formed by a gla- 
ciermorain which roughly follows the foot of the escarpment. Being gravel, and also 
being higher than the land through which it runs, it would be the first ground to be- 
come dry in the spring or after a spell of wet weather. It was probably originally a 
game trail, and then an Indian route from what is now New York State to the west. 
The second element was the location of the Twelve Mile Creek and Captain Dick's 
Creek which flowed into it. 


OLD ARCHEOLOGICAL REPORT 


St. Catharines began on the site of a crude bridge built by the Indians across 
the Twelve Mile Creek. St. Paul St. has always been considered as an old Indian 
trail thus accounting for its winding route. The principal roads in the area were first 
developed by the Indians, the oldest road believed to be to St. Davids where the 
Indian Ossuary was. This was found on the Berriman property. There were two roads 
towards St. Davids, the High road, also called the Mountain Road, which goes right 
past the Ossuary monument, the other was the Low road also called the Warner Road. 
The Ontario Archaelogical Report for 1911 quotes Dr. Boyle as saying, "When the 
aborigines were supreme this was probably one of the most densely populated districts 
in North America........ it is quite evident that here we have what was a favoured 
burying place for many years, indeed the most extensive Indian burial ground so far 
as known inthis province." This burying ground was 5 or 6 acres in extent. The most 
remarkable and wholly unique relic specimen found on this property was made of na- 
tive copper, 18 inches in length. Its use or purpose is not known. 
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West of St. Catharines was another Indian area and Ossuary at Deans Mills. 
This Indian graveyard is located at the western boundary of the Twenty Golf Club. 
The owner Andrew Dean wondered for some time why nothing would grow on this plot 
of land until one day his plow turned up rows of human bones. Skulls were later ga- 
thered and used for ornaments. Evidence showed that some 1400 Indians were buried 
in these fields. The land has been excavated until nothing is left but mounds of earth 
to indicate suchan important site ever existed. The Indian trails and settlers paths de- 
veloped into St. Paul Street, Queenston Street, Niagara Street, Martindale Road, 
Merritt Street, Pelham Road and others which can be identified by their winding 
routes. 


UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS 
THE FIRST SETTLERS 


In the Public Archives of Canada, Series S.1., appears a list of Loyalists and 
disbanded troops who had settled in the "district of Niagara West from Mill Creek." 
The list bears date of September 17th, 1787, and is signed by R. Hamilton, S.W.D. 
(Supt. Western District), and contains the names of 156 men and a total of 410 men, 
women and children. Two of these, John Hainer and Jacob Dittrick, are the first 
who are known to have taken up land within the limits of what is now the City of St. 
Catharines. The names of both of these appear also in an old document dated Febru- 
ary 17th, 1796, containing a list of subscribers to a fund to secure "an appointment 
to the churchat St. Catharines." Two other names, Robert Cammell (probably Camp- 
bell) and Abraham Clendennan, appear in both the lists just mentioned, but no record 
can be found of where these latter took up land, but the location of Hainer and 
Dittrick paternal abodes is well known to every old resident of St. Catharines. 
Accordingly, so far as our records go, the first settlers in what is now St. Catharines 
were John Hainer and Jacob Diftrick. 


Prior to the outbreak of the Revolutionary War (1774), John Hainer and Jacob 
Dittrick, had lived in the State of New York. Hainer was a miller and was not re- 
quired to take up arms, but on the outbreak of war Dittrick immediately enlisted and 
fought as long as there was anything to fight for, and then these two started off for 
Canada. Whether they were accompanied by any others we do not know, but it is 
probable that they were travelling separately and left their old home without any blare 
of trumpets. At any rate, they were pursued by Indians, who are supposed to have 
followed them at the instigation of American rebels. After various narrow escapes 
they reached this Peninsula and for about three years lived on the MacFarland farm 
near Queenston. Then they moved on to the Twelve-Mile Creek and took up land, 
one on each bank of the stream. Asno survey had been made here at that early date, 
they made their own selection, and when a survey was made a few years later their 
holdings were confirmed with some slight alterations in the boundaries of their farms 
made necessary by the manner in which the surveyor's lines were run. 


After a few years, Hainer's son, George, married Catharine, a daughter of 
Jacob Dittrick and of this union was born in 1803 a son, Jacob Hainer, who lived all 
his life in St. Catharines. 


On the authority of certain old family records, as well as that handed down 
from generation to generationby the oldest residents here, it seems that when Hainer 
and Dittrick built homes there was only one other building in St. Catharines. That 
was situated somewhere near where the Brewery now stands and was owned by Hon. R. 
Hamilton, and was used as a storehouse for goods which the owner used to send in by 
boat from Queenston for the requirements of the few scattered settlers. Long ago all 
trace of that building disappeared. 


The same record to which reference is made above says that in 1797 Thomas 
Adams builta tavern on the Twelve which was afterwards known as Shipman's Tavern. 
Soon after its erection this tavern was kept by Paul Shipman. John Robertson, a lake 
captain, is also mentioned as having land here and sometime after his deathhis wid- 
ow, Catherine Askin Robertson, became the wife of Hon. Robert Hamilton. Probably it 
was from this lady that St. Catharines got its name. No record can be found of the 
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Hangman's Corners was once a 
Stage Coach Inn located on Pelham 
Road N., and still stands today. 

It was owned by James Swayze who 
ts bur1ed at the rear of the pro- 
perty. Legend has1t that Ameri- 
can captive soldiers were hung 
in the courtyard during the war 
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date of John Robertson's residence here, if he ever did live here. From the nature of 
his calling he probably lived chiefly on his boat. Nor is there any record of the date 
of his death, but it was probably before 1790, for the Upper Canada "Gazette" of 
December 14th, 1796, records the death of Mrs. Hamilton and contains a most im- 
pressive obituary notice of that worthy lady. However, this is certain, that Hon. 
Robert Hamilton had the title to most of the land on which St. Catharines is built, 
and conveyed the lands to those early settlers. As earlyas 1796 there must have been 
fifty settlers along the Twelve and nearby for on February 17th of that year the sub- 
scription list mentioned above was circulated. That list contains thirty-eight names 
and the total subscribed was about £121. Jacob Dittrick and John Hainer are the 
largest subscribers and from this we might infer that, having been first on the scene, 
they had already attained a leadership in the early prosperity of the hamlet. 


Thomas Adams family settled at "The Twelve" at avery early date. Thomas Adams 
was the owner of a saw mill and a grist mill and was interested in various other busi- 
ness enterprises. His brother George had a farm below what is now Welland Avenue, 
and extending down beyond Carlton Street. He married a daughter of Sheriff Merritt 
and numerous descendants of his played a prominent part in the early history of St. 
Catharines. Elias Adams was a member of Council for several years and was elected 
Mayor when the village becamea town. This status was attained in 1849 and the first 
Mayor, who assumed office in 1850, was Mr. B. Foley. In 1859 Elias Adams was 
elected Mayor. Shortly after his term of office ended, he retired from public life and 
died in 1863. He left four daughters who became the wives of Dr. Mack, Dr. Jukes, 
T.L. Helliwell, and Dr. F. Mack, respectively. 


One of the daughters of George Adams married Col. John Clark and another 
married Mr. Henry Mittleberger. The descendants of these are well and favourably 
known to all the older residents of the city. 


William Hamilton Merritt, son of Thomas Merritt, was born at Bedford in West- 
chester County, New York, on July 3, 1793. His father and grandfather had been 
military men and during the troublous times preceding the outbreak of the American 
Revolutionary War, and afterwards during the struggle itself they had distinguished 
themselves for their loyalty to the British cause and as the tide of battle turned against 
the British they had suffered many hardships in consequence. Finally Thomas, the 
father of William Hamilton Merritt, obtained a Cornetcy in the Queen's Rangers, a 
regiment commanded by Col. John Graves Simcoe. Simcoe's military journal con- 
tains many references to Cornet Merritt, all of which are most complimentary. 
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When the war was over, Cornet Merritt engaged in business at his old home 
in New York State. The Queen's Rangers were disbanded, and Colonel Simcoe re- 
turned to England. In 1792 Colonel Simcoe came back to Upper Canada as the 
Lieutenant-Governor. When Thos. Merritt heard of the appointment of his old Col- 
onel to the position of Governor, he came north to Niagara to visit him and to en- 
quire into the prospects of settlement there. This was in 1794. Conditions in the 
Niagara District made a good impression on Mr. Merritt and he decided to make his 
home again under the British flag. After winding up their business affairs in Bedford, 
the Merritt family migrated to Canada in 1796 at which date Wm. Hamilton Merritt 
was only three years of age. 


The Simcoe papers record a peculiar fact regarding the moving operations of 
the Merritt family. Among their effects was a barrel of salt. The revenue officer 
refused to pass this, as salt was then being manufactured on the Fifteen in Louth, and 
something like an embargo was placed on imported salt. Finally the matter was 
arranged and the barrel of salt was released. 


The Merritts settled first on a farm about two miles from where St. Catharines 
now stands, being Lot No. 63 on the 4th Concession of Grantham. Their nearest neigh- 
bour was Mr. Pawling who befriended the newcomers, and the sparse settlement soon 
developed that friendly community feeling so characteristic of the pioneers. Soon 
after, the Merritt family settled on Lot 20 of the same concession on the banks of the 


Twelve-Mile Creek. 


In 1803 Mr. Merritt was made Sheriff of Niagara District and held the position 
until 1820. Concurrent with this office he held the position of Commissioner of Woods 
and Forests. The latter position he held until his death in 1842. During these years 
which were spent in government service, he tookup land for several of his children in 
the vicinity of his own home on the Twelve. A daughter, Anna Maria, born in 1797, 
was married to Mr. Ingersoll; another daughter, Susan, born in 1801, was married to 
Elias Adams, son of George Adams, an old settler at Queenston. This Elias Adams 
was a colonel in the army during the Rebellion of 1837. 


Among the early settlers in Lincoln County were the VanEverys, the Secords , 
the Hostetters, Ostranders, Warners, Swayzes, McKinleys, Durhams, Balls, Clements, 
MacFarlands and Collards. Further west in Merritton ward were George Hartsell, 
Philip Shaven, and the Newkirks. After 1800 you add Thomas Ker and David Bessey. 


Although many of the early settlers were so-called Pennsylvania "Dutch" 
they were actually German as their names indicate. Many had been anglicized in 
their long migration up the Rhine to Holland, thence to England, to Pennsylvania, 
and eventually to Canada. Names like Dittrich, Hostetter, Ostrander, Hartzell, 
Swayze, Kreisler (Chrysler), Huber (Hoover), Keiffer (Keefer), leave little doubt. Some 
were French Huguenots ee such as Sicard (Secord) and De Cou(x) and many 
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LAURA INGERSOLL SECORD'S HEROIC WALK FROM QUEENSTON TO DE CEW FALLS, JUNE 23rd, 1813 
The heavy line shows her Route Through the Woods 


Sergeant James Secord had been wounded at Queenston Heights, and while 
at home under parole invaders domiciled themselves in his house. It was here that 
hints of the intended night surprise on Beaver Dams were dropped. To take this post 
would be toopen up the whole peninsula. Lieut. Fitzgibbon of the 49th was stationed 
at the crossroads at Beaver Dams, in DeCew's house, and to warn him of the intended 
attack, Laura Secord, on June 23rd, 1813, walked alone nearly twenty miles by a 
circuitous, difficult and perilous route through woods and swamps, over miry roads. 
Lieut. Fitzgibbon was thereby enabled on June 24th, with less than fifty men of the 
49th, about fifteen militiamen, and a small force of Six Nation and other Indians, 
to surprise and attack the enemy at Beechwood or Beaver Dams, and capture a force 
of 542 men with two field pieces. 


This map or plan of Laura Secord's journey is absolutely accurate, and shows 
the exact path she travelled in 1813, from Queenston to Beaver Dams. The artist 
walked over the route and verified by the aid of notes and interviews with old inhab- 
itants every mile of the route. 


LAURA MAJOR GENERAL 
SECORD SIR ISAAC BROCK 


THE EARLY YEARS — SHIPMAN CORNERS 


n.e. corner St. Paul and Ontario Streets 


In 1809 Mr. Chisholm had opened the first store in partnership with Mr. W.H. 
Merritt. 


In 1816 development of salt and mineral springs in St. Catharines was begun. 
Mr. Merritt was the prime mover in this business which was later developed to such 
an extent as to make St. Catharines known all over the continent as a health resort. 
Dr. Wm. Chase, who came from the United States, opened a drug store and was the 
first to discover the medicinal properties of the Salt Springs. His account of the ma- 
nner in which he made the discovery is interesting. It is as follows: He had a dis- 
tillery here and kepta large number of hogs which fed on the refuse and drank the salt 
water. When the hogs were slaughtered, he noticed the very healthy condition of 
their livers and from curiosity began to investigate the matter. He found it to be due 
to certain elements contained in the water of the Salt Springs. Reasoning that this 
water would induce a healthful condition in human beings also, he analyzed it and 
by experience proved the correctness of his theory. And so the Springs became famous. 
Dr. Chase probably lacked the means for capitalizing on his discovery, for soon after 
the property came into the possession of E.W. Stephenson, who built the Stephenson 
House, enlarged the works for procuring the mineral water and advertised his product 
to such good advantage that the mineral water of St. Catharines became known over 
all Canada and the United States. 

Legend tells us that St. Paul Street was named after Paul Shipman who, in 
January 1824, bought from Wm. Dickson and T. Clark 12 acres excepting highways, 
for £200.0.0. This land was bounded by St. Paul, Ontario, Lake and William streets . 
Paul Shipman's will dated 1825 left this tract to his sons John and George but to his 
wife, Elizabeth during her lifetime, and in turn, John Shipman left his share to his 
sons William, Jacob, and George. Paul Shipman left his share to his sons William, 
Jacob, and George. Paul Shipman died June 25, 1825, age 69, and his wife Elizabeth 
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died at Lewiston, N.Y., December 1847. Both are buried in St. George's Church- 
yard on Church Street. 


An early report of the history of the Shipman Tavern recalled that "Mr. John 
Tyler was the first innkeeper here who bought his place of Tom Butler. George Ship- 
man bought 12 acres - and willed it to his sons who sold it to Wm. H. Merritt, Rich- 
ard Woodruff, and Daniel Phelps Haynes, the last of whom now owns what was once 
called the old 'Shipman House’, and his son now occupies it for a grocery and provi- 
sion store.” 


This same writer recalled that the first chimney in St. Catharines was in old 
Paul Shipman's Yellow Tavern. He stated that Thomas Ker did the principal part of 
the plastering, chimney building and other mason work in St. Catharines, and that he 
was the father-in-law of Thomas Mclntyre of St. Catharines. 


By February 1826, William Jackes was advertising that he had taken over the 
well known tavern stand lately occupied by Paul Shipman. Walter Dittrick was an-, 
other early owner of the tavern. 


In 1847, the Shipman Tract was partitioned and Wm. Merritt Jr. and Daniel 
P. Haynes became owners of part of the land. 


The Journal of November 8, 1849 reports that the Haynes Block opened in the 
business part of town and every store in it was occupied. R. L. Fitzgerald removed 
to this building where he had a very neat Dry Goods store, and A. Foster opened a 
new Dry Goods store in #4 Haynes Block. An accountofthe day said, "What a change 
in this locality! Only a few short months since, and the rowdie and the rove were 
to be seen lounging about this corner. The place was redolent with whisky and dissi- 
pation. Now it forms a promenade of the prettiest and best dressed ladies of our town. 
The article sold there formerly disseminated death and misery in all their sad woe. 
Now it is useful, beautiful and ornamental." 


In 1853, Daniel Curtiss Haynes opened a new grocery store in #1 Haynes Block, 
in the corner building which had been occupied by R. L. Fitzgerald. 


It is of interest to know that D. C. Haynes built 77 Ontario Street opposite 
King Street, now the St. Catharines Club. He bought this land in 1851 and his widow 
still lived there in 1915 — possibly until her death in 1919 at age 97. His father, 
Daniel Phelps Haynes who died in 1871 aged 72 lived across the road where 46 Ont- 
ario Street is now. In 1877 Hezekia S$. McCollum, son of Judge McCollum of Lock- 
port, N.Y. lived here. He married in 1848 Sabrina, only daughter of D.P. Haynes. 
By 1898 the house was owned by Dr. J.P. Armour. The County Registry Office is on 
what was the side lawn of the house. 


In 1862 a new building was erected on the corner of Ontario and St. Paul Sts. 
Owned by D.P. Haynes, the contract tobuildit was given to Mr. Dolson to be com- 
pleted by September Ist, 1862. "Four fine stores each 20' x 80' deep with fronts 
supported by iron columns, the sills and caps being the same material, windows of 
plate glass and roofs slated". 


By 1877, John Nay & Co., grocers were here, and in 1898 the store was va- 
cant but E. Poole, Photographer lived upstairs having moved from his former address 
near James Street. Mr. Poole is noted for his excellent pictures of St. Catharines. 
The City Directory of 1906 shows that The Imperial Bank moved into #1 Haynes Block 
and the bank remained here until the present decade, when it became Eaton's Annex. 
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A Majestic Sight at the mouth of the Niagara River in 1793 as Governor Simcoe boards 
the Warship Mississauga. ( Reinacted at Niagara on the Lake 1967 }) 


"St. Catharines, the chief business town in the Niagara District, situated on the 
Welland Canal...... It owes its present importance and flourishing condition almost 
entirely to the advantages of water and power and the facilities for commerce affor- 
ded by that Great Work, from the commence of which it may be said to date its exis- 
tence, population (1852) 4368." 


The growth of the village was slow until 1815 when Hon. W.H. Merritt erected 
a sawmill, flour mill and general country store here. He saw the possibility of de- 
velopment of the Twelve Mile Creek and the village and bought 300 acres of land now 
within the city. Mr. Merritt's mills suffered from low water in the dry months, as did 
mills of other mill owners on this creek. He then proceeded with a plan for a canal 
for mills and for boats as Robert Hamilton had first envisaged. The survey made by 
Hiram Tibbet in 1823 was for a canal four feet deep to accommodate boats of 20 to 
40 tons. This would be the same depth as thatof the canal from Buffalo to New York. 
Its route would be much the same as that finally chosen for the first canal. Its cost 
was estimated to be $37,550. The travelling time estimated for two men and one 
horse to propel one such boat from Lake Ontario to the mouth of the Chippawa Creek 
was 1 1/2 days. Mr. Merritt formed the Welland Canal Co. with a capital of £40,000 


allowing for a larger canal and unforeseen contingencies. 


St. Catharines did not come into its own until the completion of the first 
Welland Canal in 1829. Before this time it was dwarfed by the bustling communities 
of St. Johns and Effingham. The Canal changed all that and brought into being as 
well the communities of Port Dalhousie and Merritton. 


The Welland Canal is one of the principal links in the great chain of naviga- 
tion extending from the Straits of Belle Isle up the St. Lawrence River, through the 
Great Lakes to Duluth at the western end of Lake Superior, a distance of 2339 miles. 
This canal connects Lake Erie with Lake Ontario, the difference in level being 326 
1/2 feet, and crosses the Niagara Peninsula about ten miles west of Niagara Falls. 


Previous to the construction of the first canal, all freight had to be transpor- 
ted overland from Queenston on the Niagara River to Chippawa Creek. Some diffi- 
culty was also experienced in the upper Niagara River due to rapids, 
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THE FIRST WELLAND CANAL 


A Wooden Lock of the First 
Historic Welland Ship Canal 
Built in 1829, St.Catharines 


As early as May 20, 1793, Hon. Robert Hamilton proposed to Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor Simcoe that "A Tract Road for dragging boats from the Welland Creek to Fort 
Erie" be built with a canal below Fort Erie. Accordingly, a petition was presented 
to the Legislature of Upper Canada requesting permission to construct a canal with 
locks to facilitate the passage of vessels past the rapids at Fort Erie. Considerable 
opposition was encountered from residents of the townships of Stamford and Pelham 
with the result that no action was taken at that time. Hamilton died in the year 1809. 
In 1812, war broke out between Canada and United States, checking any further de- 
velopment. 


During the summer of 1818, the project was taken up by William Hamilton 
Merritt who operated a mill on Twelve Mile Creek. This mill was situated at Ship- 
man's Corners, the site of the present City of St. Catharines. He was born in Massa- 
chusetts but came to Canada when a boy, and served as an officer during the War of 
1812-1814 in avolunteer cavalry regiment. During the summer season, he had diffi- 
culty securing sufficient power for his mill, due to the low level of the water in Twelve 
Mile Creek. Two other mill owners, who suffered a like retardation in their businesses 
for the same reason were Gearge Keefer and John DeCew. William Hamilton Merritt, 
with the assistance of these men, proceeded to carry out a rough survey of the coun- 
try to find out ifacanal was feasible. They hoped by this means not only to improve 
navigation but also tosecure a sufficient flow of water for the requirements of their 
mills. In that same year, they presented a petition to the Legislative Assembly re- 
questing an official survey, but no action was taken due to the lack of funds. 


In 1823, the proposed route was surveyed and the Welland Canal Company 
was formed. The company was organized with capital stock not to exceed 40,000 
pounds Sterling, each share having a value of 12 pounds, 10 shillings. George Kee- 
fer was elected president and William Hamilton Merritt the financial agent. 


The original plans called foracanal from the Welland River to Lake Ontario, 
securing water from the Welland River. This meant that the canal must needs be of 
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considerable depth to draw water from the river. Contracts were let in November 
1824. At the source of one of the branches of Twelve Mile Creek, near Allanburg, 
the first sod was turnedon November 30, in the same year. As construction progressed 
great difficulty was experienced at the Big Cut by cave-ins due to quicksand. Finally 
the plan to dig the canal of sufficient depth to draw water from the Welland River 
was abandoned. It was then proposed to construct a second canal from the Grand 
River to provide the water. This was to be a small canal and was to be carried over 
the Welland River by diverting the River through an aqueduct. The directors offered 
substantial rewards for plans of a wooden aqueduct to accomplish this feat in engin- 
eering. A time limit was imposed upon construction of the two canals. The one from 
the Welland River to Lake Ontario was tobe completed within five years, and the one 
on the Grand River route within seven. 


Land was purchased from the owners to provide the necessary right of way for 
the canal and tow paths. Itis interesting to note that, during the transaction, Indians 
were given the same treatment as others. The company received a grant of 13,400 
acres of crown lands in the Wainfleet Marsh. 


Port Dalhousie Harbour 
in the 1800's. 

A total of 32 vessels 
can be seen moored. 


As construction progressed, it was found that the company lacked sufficient 
capital to complete the project. An appeal was made to the Legislature of Upper 
Canada which loaned 25,000 pounds and purchased a large block of stock. William 
Hamilton Merritt succeeded eventually in securing a total of 107,500 pounds from the 
government of Upper Canada, 25,000 pounds from Lower Canada, and sold a consid- 
erable amount of stock in the Canadas, New York, London and New Brunswick. The 
Provincial Government later loaned amounts totalling 75,000 pounds, and the British 
Parliament loaned 55,000 pounds. The total cost of construction was 406,495 pounds. 


The first Welland Canal had 36 lift locks of wooden construction, contracted 
for at a price of 550 pounds each. Each lock was 110 feet long, 22 feet wide, with 
a depth of water on the sills of 8 feet. Spaces were cut at intervals along the sides 
to enable boats to turn or pass each other as the canal was so narrow. Boats were 
dragged through by means of horsesor mules on the tow-path. Persons using the tow- 
path as a means of transportation were forced to pay atoll. A cut was dredged at the 
mouth of the Welland River from a point one-quarter mile up stream. This was to 
minimize the danger of proceeding too far down the Niagara River. There being no 
dredges in those days, all work was done by pick and shovel. 
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Port Dalhousie was the Lake Ontario terminus of the canal. It was named 
after Governor Dalhousie of Canada. Here, on October 24, 1829, the first boats 
entered the new canal. They were the British schooner Annie and Jane of York, and 
the American boat, R. H. Broughton of Youngstown, Ohio. The season being so far 
advanced, it was necessary to cut the ice in the canal at various places to allow 
passage of the vessels. They proceeded as far as Buffalo where they remained for a 
day, and then returned to Lake Ontario. It was found that boats could traverse the 
whole route in one day, with each of the thirty-six locks requiring seven minutes. 


This number included the two locks at Port Robinson by means of which vessels entered 
the Welland River. 


When the canal was in operation, itwas found that goods could be shipped by 
this route more cheaply than by the previous route. Some interesting rates of toll 
were: flour, 4d. per bbl; pork 6d. per bbl.; ashes Is. per bbl.; pipe staves 20s. per 
thousand. 


In 1829 before the opening of the canal, estimates were being prepared for 
an extension to Gravelly Bay, now Port Colborne. At that time, there was a settle- 
ment where Humberstone is; but there was none near the lake. The first houses on the 
site of the present town of Port Colborne were the shacks of workmen who were en- 
gaged in cutting down the forest preparatory to extending the canal. In 1832, an 
outbreak of Asiatic cholera seriously impeded the work. William Hamilton Merritt was 
greatly concerned for the welfare of the men and doctors were brought in from other 
parts of the country. By 1833, the southern extension from Port Robinson to Port Col- 
borne was completed. The summit level of the canal was still supplied from the Grand 
River. This route had a length of 27 1/2 miles from lake to lake. 


The first boat to be towed through the completed canal was the Matildaof 
Oakville on a voyage to Cleveland. On its return, this schooner carried a cargo of 
pig iron and coal which had lately been discovered in Ohio. 


At the time the Welland Canal was completed all vessels were sail-craft. Later 
steamers (called propellors) began to make their appearance. The size of vessels on 
the upper lakes began to increase but were limited by dimensions of the Welland 
Canal. It was found that cargoes could be increased on the downward trip if lightered 
by means of elevators at both endsofthe canal. These elevators were constructed and 
jointed by 25 miles of railway, known as the Welland Railway, and later a part of the 
Grand Trunk System. William Hamilton Merritt was responsible for raising the money 
for this railway. He died aboard ship in the Cornwall Canal July Sth, 1864. 


A Memorable Sight 1n 
the early History of 
Port Dalhousie and 
the Canals. 
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SECOND WELLAND CANAL 


In 1837, the Government of Upper Canada, which had loaned considerable 
sums of money to the Welland Canal Company, converted its loan into stock and, in 
1841, purchased the entire canal from the private stockholders. The Government de- 
cided to enlarge the canal for nine foot navigation and to complete the St. Lawrence 
canals which were necessary to overcome the rapids between Lake Ontario and Mon- 
treal. 


By increasing the lifts of each, the number of locks was reduced to 27. The 
new locks were builtofcut stone as was the aqueduct under the Welland River. Each 
lock was 150 feet inlength, 26 1/2 feet wide, with a depth of nine feet on the sills. 
This enlargement and the construction of the Port Maitland branch were begun in 1842; 
and, when they were completed, they formed a shorter route between the lakes. 


The section of the canal between the Feeder Junction (Welland) and Port Col- 
borne was then enlarged for nine-foot navigation and opened for traffic in 1850. In 
1853, the navigable depth was increased to ten feet by raising the banks and walls of 
the locks. It was not until 1881 that the canal was fed from Lake Erie at Port Col- 
borne. The cost of the canal to July Ist, 1867 was $7,638, 239.83. 


From Montreal. thes... 


"Minnedosa" tied up in what 
was then the new canal. She 
was the largest schooner 
ever to sail the great lakes 
and was the most beautiful 
sight off Pt.Dalhousie with 
alk sails Sets i tiwaswsace 
that she had $2000.00 worth 
of gold covering her figure- 
head. 


THIRD WELLAND CANAL 


Twenty-two years after Upper ana Lower Canada had completed the nine-foot 
navigation between Lake Erie and Montreal, the Dominion Government took up the 
question of inland waterways. The Commission of 1871 recommended a uniform scale 
of navigation for the St. Lawrence route and the Welland Canal of locks 270 feet 
long, 45 feet wide, and 12 feet of water on the sills. This depth was later increased 
to 14 feet. The work of enlarging the Welland Canal was carried out to these dimen- 
sions. The Third Welland Canal was 26-3/4 miles in length, with 25 lift locks of 
masonry. This canal left Port Dalhousie and climbed the escarpment some distance 
east of the Second Canal. From Allanburg to Port Colborne, it followed the route of 
the Second Canal. This canal remained in operation until 1930. 
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Shickluna's Shipyard under the Burgoyne 
Bridge in 18470 


Elevator at Port Harbour 


Bace toy St. aul sSt. fh tsb Canal 


This shows the area 
VULOO Oy WHOL ets 
now the Glenridge 
Fatt 
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The Present WELLAND SHIP CANAL 


The size of ships sailing the Great Lakes has at all times kept pace with the 
demand of water transportation, but this growth was entirely outof proportion to the 
navigation facilities provided from Lake Erie to Montreal by way of the Third Welland 
Canal. The tremendous growth of the eastern movement of grain and iron ore and the 
western movement of coal called for the building of vessels of much greater size than 
could be accommodated by the limited capacity of the Third Welland and St. Lawrence 
canals. By the year of 1928, vessels up to 633 feet long with a beam of 70 feet and 
a load draught of 20 feet were in use on the upper lakes. The movements of these 
vessels were of necessity confined between the head of the lakes and ports on Lake 
Erie, where transfer of cargo to rail or canal-size vessels became imperative. 


This situation called attention at the beginning of the Twentieth Century to 
the necessity of many further canal improvements being made to accommodate the 
shipping that would use these artificial water channels. The construction of the Well- 
and Ship Canal, capable of accommodating the largest Great Lakes freighters as well 
as large ocean freight carriers, was therefore begun by the Dominion of Canada in 


1913. 


The route of the Fourth Canal, or Welland Ship Canal departs radically from 
that of the previous canals particularly on the Lake Ontario level of the Niagara 
Peninsula. It leaves Lake Ontario at a point (Port Weller) about three miles east of 
Port Dalhousie, the northern terminus of the previous canals, and follows, in prac- 
tically a straight line, due south along the valley of Ten Mile Creek to the foot of 
the Niagara Escarpment at Thorold. This alignment is maintained in the ascent of the 
escarpment itself, and fromthe topofthe escarpment, the route of the previous canals 
is followed in a general way to Port Colborne. 


Between Thorold and Allanburg, a new cut was made for the purpose of 
straightening the alignment of the canal between those points. From Port Robinson 
to Welland, the Ship Canal takes a much straighter and more direct course, to the 
east of the Third canal. At the CityofWelland, the summit level of the canal crosses 
the Chippawa Creek (Welland River), a sluggish stream which has its source in the 


v 
Showing the early construction of the canal in 1914 
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Pt.Dalhouste Harbour a 
bustling site 1n 1929 

Cs Some ti SAPs auais 
passage upbound. 


Construction of Locks 
in 1916 


Historie fock oF bie St. 
Canal, now the site of 
Centennial Gardens. 


Wood Locks were built by 
William H.Merritt in 1824 
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Niagara River at Chippawa. As the summer level of the creek is six feet below the 
level of the canal, the watersof the creek are passed under the canal through a con- 
crete siphon culvert which replace the cutstone aqueduct that carried the Third canal 
across the creek. The foundations of this structure stand at a depth of 86 feet below 
the level of the water inthe canal; and sixtubes, each 22 feet in diameter, form the 


water passage. 


At a point just northof Humberstone, the sharp curve, known as Ramey'sbend, 
was eliminated; and the Ship Canal was built from there on practically a straight a- 
lignment to the inner harbour of Port Colborne. 


As no harbour existed on Lake Ontario at the mouth of Ten Mile Creek, now 
the northern terminus of the Welland Ship Canal, an artificial harbour, Port Weller, 
was one of the necessities of construction. This was accomplished by using surplus 
excavation from the northern division of the canal. 
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At extreme low stages, the difference in level between Lake Ontario and Lake 
Erie is 325-1/2 feet. In the Ship Canal, this difference is overcome by seven locks, 
each having the same 46-1/2 foot lift. All these locks areofthe same dimensions and 
provide a usable length of 820 feet, a usable width of 80 feet, with 30 feet of water 
over the sills. While a minimum of 30 feet of water is available in all locks, the 
reaches of the canal between the locks are only 25 feet in depth. When the future 
demands of shipping necessitate, the entire route can be enlarged to 30 feet in depth 
by dredging the reaches an additional 5 feet. 


The first six miles of the canal south from Lake Ontario traverse the slightly 
rising lower level of the Niagara peninsula. Located on this section of the canal, 
are three single locks — Locks 1, 2 and 3. The canal now climbs the escarpment, 
which has an abrupt rise of 186 feet, by means of four locks and without any devia- 
tion from the direct route. Three of these locks, No. 4, 5 and 6, are twin locks in 
flight to provide separate means of passage for up and down-bound ships. Lock No. 
7, asingle lock, is located a short distance above Lock No. 6. 


From the head of Lock No. 7 atThorold across the remainder of the peninsula 
to Port Colborne, the Ship Canal provides the same standard width of waterway as 
elsewhere, with 200 feet width at the bottom and a minimum depth of 25 feet. 


Determining Azimuth of Ship Canal Centre 
Line,Port Weller in 10921 


Hear of St.Paul St. 


On Lake Erie, being a vast expanse of shoal water lowered by the Chicago 
canal diversion the water level is subject to rapid variations caused by wind direction. 
Such variations, transferred to the summit level of the canal, would introduce tre - 
mendous and expensive traffic delays. Consequently, at Port Colborne, immediately 
before the canal joins the lake, a guard lock is provided through which navigation is 
passed from the regulated summit level of the canal to the variable level prevailing 
on the lake. This lock, considered the longest in the world, is 1380 feet in length, 


has the same standard width and draught, but its lift is that determined from day to 
day by Lake Erie itself. 


The total length of the Ship Canal is 25 miles. Crossing the canal at inter- 
vals, are swing, bascule, and vertical lift bridges. The vertical lift bridges operate 
on the principle of counterbalanced elevator and provide for the movable spans being 
lifted 120 feet clear above the water for the passage of ships. 
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The Famous Twin Locks looking downbound at the lift 
bridge on Glendale Ave. St.Catharines 


GENERAL FEATURES OF THE WELLAND SHIP CANAL 


enotnalake:shore:to lake snoress os 0. sees te ald eee es jah heen aha eee 25 miles 
irciboise andl: prisms at Zomtoorimepth 2.0. .ear saa: ss ess cee eee ee .. 200 feet 
Width of Canal prism at water line...... Sin ee ee eae cae 310 feet 


em eCume CCl Olls( cn weenw ens la: on. WO, sso cas ke haces 20 feet 
Difference in level between extreme low water levels of lakes ......... 325.5 feet 


Nambpeiot lOCKS Ju...) parte ee NON ee ee ta PT a Ho Sk os i: 8 
Length of guard lock ----eece reece seer eect eee eseereeecreeeeees 1380 feet 
Bao PIELSIOCKS Mir eetauss fete Gee ware RY cor es PR i hoe ie. cies OOP GIECE 
OV ICHRO GEC RlOCKSMac reenter rer ene cite See sie so wlads wweies, 0 feet 
Depinrotwaterover cills.of loCks* tech se oe eee ++ st - esse». 30 feet 
WitwotrdliMlocks excepl guard |ock™ 2... eres. ss «sce sasnes es 46, ) feet 
iT Hake saeke (Ute Nolet fed WMP Keyel op a Oo Shin pccetomert oars A nont rmre sistas cuss Comin. 
biestomvesse| tontraverse the cOmGl mene sco seu pre eae ae is cake at 8 hr. 
Nimpeciombnoages CCloss CONC sweetie fedkueyc ce, Grae, nts cen Geeta cicinuumcs 20 
Minimum overhead clearance of vertical lift bridges....... en ie en ZOE et 


erolecost Opproximcrel yume ee rene ae vars tr reset co up ho 2 OOO, OOO 


Maximum vessel size — length 730 feet, beam 75 feet, depth 25.5 feet, tonnage 
28,000. Yearly cargo tonnage has increased each year from 27.5 million tons in 
1959 to 59.3 million tons in 1966. Although the shipping of two dozen nations car- 
ries cargo between the Atlantic Ocean and Great Lakes ports, one shipof every two 
which sail the St. Lawrence Seaway is of Canadian registry. The Welland Canal is 
run at a loss because its tolls were suspended on July 18, 1962. 
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THE FOUR WELLAND CANALS AT A GLANCE 


Length - miles 


Locks - number 

Locks - length in feet 
Locks - width in feet 
Locks - depth in feet 


1829 


27/2 
40 
110 
22 

8 


1845 


QA f2 
27 
150 

26 1/2 
10 


1887 1931 
26 3/4 25 
26 8 

270 820 
45 80 
14 30 


Picture taken 1n 1925 
showing abandoned lock 
from the second canal. 
Glenridge Bridge in the 
background. 


The start of excavation 
EOL. 


A wooden cargo canaller 
about 1880. One of the 

earlier steam boats. It 
was reported sunk near’ 
Martindale. 


FIRST STEAMER ON FIRST WELLAND CANAL May 10, 1828 


The departure of the first vessel on Saturday, May 10, was a joyous celebra- 
tion as the report tells of "plans of internal improvement now in progress in this section 
of the Colony, where a free and uninterrupted passage of the first loaded vessel that 
ever floated on the waters of the Welland Canal," shall be witnessed. 


"From this village where it was built to Lake Ontario, a distance of 5 miles 
of artificial steamboat navigation constructed up the valley of the Twelve Mile Creek, 
directly into the fascination feat viewed by the colonists." 


It was recorded that the instigator of the great work, William Hamilton Merritt, 
was not present at the official ceremony as he was in London, England,at the time 
trying to get the money for completion of the waterway to Lake Erie. The writer noted 
there was "no doubt that the effort would be crowned with success. " 


The day before the great event, the dignitaries toured the area including a 
trip to the "Deep Cut". Among them were the Lieutenant-Governor Sir Peregrine 
Maitland, the directors of the Welland Canal as well as the receiver-general, the 
attorney-general and the solicitor-general. 


The story relates that "the schooner - Welland Canal of St. Catharines - left 
her dock at the foot of the village opposite Mr. Monson's store-house, under Captain 
Northup. The Lieutenant-Governor and officers of the company became partakers of 
the heartfelt satisfaction of being among the first to be borne upon the bosom of these 
miniature seas - they have been, by untiring perseverence and assiduity, the instru- 
ments of bringing this into existence. 


"The vessel moved off majestically" says the eye witness report, "upon this 
channel of her native element — thus artificially formed by human power with her 
stately masts towering above the trees of the forest on either bank, through a tract of 
country which scarcely two score years ago was a howling wilderness, but now aboun- 
ded with highly cultivated farms and flourishing villages. 


"Amid the grateful and hearty cheers of the passengers aboard and the mighty 
multitudes of hardy pioneers, and sonsofthe soil assembled on the shores and surround- 
ing highlands, mingledas they viewed the novel scene. The vessel was hailed on the 
entrance and exitofeach lock down to Port Dalhousie, people lined the banks of the 
canal from one village to the next discharging musketry and cheering mightily." It 
was further recorded "that it took six and one half minutes to draw off the water at 
Lock 2, and the vessel glided smoothly along the artificial channel affording a most 
pleasing sensation." 


Many years later area folks 
can recall steaming aboard 
the Dalhouste City or the 
Northumberland. 

The Northumberland burned 
in the spring of 1949. 


SHIPS AND SHIPPING 


W.H. Merritt is credited with starting the trade in shipping flour direct to 
the lower colonies in his own vessels. His return cargoes included molasses, sugar and 
salt. Ship building in St. Catharines received its greatest impetus from Lewis Shick- 
luna, 1808-1880, who assumed control of St. Catharines Dry Docks and Shipyard in 
the 1830's. 


In 1836, Mr. Lewis Shickluna, anative of Malta, came to St. Catharines and 
established ashipyard on the old canal at a spot just below where the Burgoyne Bridge 
now spans the ravine. From this shipyard, he launched 120 steamers and vessels of 
various kinds. The first vessel built in St. Catharines by Mr. Shickluna was "The 
Welland Canal". This was built for Joe Northrop, commonly known as "The Commo- 
dore". This vessel afterwards passed into the possession of Henry Mittleberger. The 
next vessel built was "The Chief Justice Robinson". Mr. Shickluna built vessels also 
for Norris and Neelon. The first of these was the "John L. Ranney". 


The first vessel built in St. Catharines for ocean navigation was "The Pride 
of Canada" which was launched in 1852 and sailed direct to England. In the same 
year, the steamer "Welland" was built and in her was placed the first engine built in 
St. Catharines. The engine works were operated by Mr. Thomas Towers. The steamer 
"Welland" was destroyed by fire in 1857 while lying at the dock at Port Dalhousie. 


Simpson's Shipyard also built many vessels. It was located at Lock Five on 
the old Canal. Two of the best known vessels built in this yard were the "Persia" and 
the "Ocean". 


Other shipyards were ownedby: R. Armington 1832, Muir Bros. 1835, Cooks 
(near the tall hydro poles) 1857. 


Mutr Brothers 
Dry Docks 


1835 


The Famous Lewts Shickluna 
the largest ship builder on 
the great lakes 
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Tied up at the dock 
of the old Taylor & 
Bates Brewery below 
Yates Street. The 
Bates building can 
still be seen to-day. 


Shickluna Ship Yard in 1864 
Employing over 300 men 


LEWIS SHICKLUNA AND HIS FAMOUS SHIPYARDS 


Scroll Tribute to Louis Shickluna from 100 citizens of St. Catharines preserved by his 
great great granddaughter, Elizabeth Barillier of St. Catharines. 


"Presentation to Louis Shickluna, Esq. - A Well Deserved Tribute. (May 16, 1871) 


Last Tuesday at 4 p.m. the numerous friends of Mr. Louis Shickluna testified 
their appreciation of his worth as a man and citizen, by assembling together at the 
Welland House in large numbers, to present him with a valuable gold chronometer, 
massive gold guard chain and diamond ring, specially procured by Messrs. Douglas 
and McMullin for the committee having the matter in charge. The affair was admir- 
ably managed throughout, from its inception to its close -and we venture to say, that 
of all the happy gatherings that the Saints have had in the last quarter of a century 
not one of them afforded more real pleasure than that under notice. The formal pro- 
ceedings were commenced by the Hon. J. R. Benson, reading the following address, 
which had been beautiously engraved on parchment by Mr. H. P. Gibson, with the 
names of the donors attached: - 
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FROM 


THE CITIZENS OF Si. GA Ta Alice 


peer (ee 


a May 16, 1871 


&. Shickluna, Esquire, 


DEAR SIR,— 

We, as Citizens of St. Catharines, with the prosperity of which you have been so long identified, 
desire to present you with the accompanying gift as an evidence of the esicem in which you are held among us. We have 
great pleasure in Congratulating you on the well merited Success that has followed your diligent efforts in attaining a 
competency for yourself and contributing to the material advancement of our Town. This gift but feebly expresses the 
estimation in which you are held by your fellow townsmen, who are not uamindful of the many benefits you have, through 
your exertions, conferred upon us during the last thirty years. When we sall-tomind the-circumstances under-whith you 
comnemced your career asa Ship Builder in this plate.and. the rapid advancement of the highly prosperous and remuaerative 
business you have established, we feel a just pride im the flit that one of our Townsmen should have Gttarned to the First 
Place amongst the Marine Architects of the Dominion,—a position the more honorable because Canad can logyt uf possessing 
several of che best Shipwrights on the Amerwan Continent. In the journey you are about to under tara io Na: Lc mnletfy 
your Nativity, we wish you a pleasant voyage, feelag assured that your visit and your renewed intercourse with your 
kindred and friends will contribute much to the pleAsurec vou ruill enjoy dur ing your absence. And when you Retuen to 
the Home of your Adoption, rely upon it that you will receive the Hearty Greetings of many warm friends, who wil! a lailly 
Welcome you back to the Shores of Canada. Again, we wish you a Prosperous Voyage,a Happy Visit,anva Safe Return, 


Thos. R. Merritt, J. B. Gillespie, W. A. McClive, ames MeNeit, 
Sylvester Neelon, R. Woodruf & Co, A. Jeffrey, ‘p. Barkarm . 
James Norris, J. G. Currie, Jno. Lepper & Co., (tele, Date & Rot 
S. D. Woodruff, D. Curtiss Haynes, Wilson Bros, comes Cairns 
Patrick Larkin, Holmes & Greenwood, McIntyre & Son, al. Futchison, 
Bobert Fowlie, Thos. Alans. E. McArdle, J unw; McCourt, 
g. P. Merritt, John Berryman, W. A. Mittleberger, Bobert Lawrie, 
fou R. Benson, W. J. & J, McCallu, Jas. Lawrie, Jas, Dougan, 
Jato Lam. Robert Gtruthers, Jas. Orr, J... iordon, 

Wn: Boles, P. B. Owens, Geo. P. M. Ball, ‘fu mas D. Mahon, 
R. Fitwerald, John Junkia, Robt. Petrrson, E. Roger’, 
Henry Brownlee, Henry Mittebzrger, Joseph Sniith, T. & F. L. Mack, 
Edwin Goodman, Lucius S. Qille, George Sn ith, R. A, Clark, 
James Seymour, George N. Ov Rykert & Gulleland, Bernard King, 
T. Healey, McKinley & Co. John 8. Thomson, J H, Howse, 
George Riley, Thomas Burns, W. Jeffrey, Charles Norton, 
J.C. Graham, Francis Stinson, W. Andrews, Jacob Hainer, 
H. d. Collier, D. McGuire, T. L. Helliwell, J. A. Goodman, 
J. A. Woodruff, W.. L. Copelard, John Battle, .D. D. Moore, 
James Murray, George Wood, J. Mills, jr. W. A, ChisKrlm. 
Burrow, Chatfleld & Co. John M. Lawder, W. Barr, 4. I. Bensun 
James A Miller, Calvin Brown, A. Mitchel, Thos. Clark. 

W. B. Beeton, C. M. Arnold. Moa'hew Battle, 

Henry Carlisle, P. McCarthy, A. Davis, 

Douglas 4 McMullin. J. B. Fower. Kk. Houghton, 


papi 


ST. CATHARINES 


Quotations from Magazines of 


1851 — 1853 


"St. Catharines contains a handsome town-hall of cut stone, a market house 
and reading room; seven churches, Episcopal, built of stone, Presbyterian, of brick, 
Free Church the same, Methodist, Baptist, Baptist for coloured people, and Roman 
Catholic. There are in the town six grist mills having an aggregate of twenty-eight 
run of stones. We were unable to obtain a correct amount of the quantity of flour 
made during the last season, but three of the mills made above seventy-two thousand 
barrels. St. Catharines also contains a woollen factory, two foundries, five machine 
shops, an axe and edge tool factory, a saw mill, pail factory, last factory, ship yard 
and dry dock, telegraph office, marble factory, brewery and two distilleries; a nur- 
sery and two newspapers, the "Constitutional" and "Journal". 


"The stages from Hamilton to Niagara and Buffalo pass through the town. Six 
vessels are owned in St. Catharines, having an aggregate tonnage of eleven hundred 
and fifty tons; a propeller is now being built of three hundred and fifty tons register, 
capable of carrying four thousand barrels of flour, alsoa schooner of two hundred and 
fifty tons, intended for the Halifax trade. Also the Upper Canada, Commercial, and 
Montreal Banks have agencies here. 


"A salt spring was formerly worked here; a company was formed in the year 
eighteen hundred and thirty-five, who went to considerable expense in sinking a well 
and erecting machinery; and they say that when wood was plentiful and cheap they 
used to make from twenty-five to thirty bushels of salt per day; for some time, how- 
ever, the manufacture has been discontinued, the speculation not being a profitable 
one. 


"The gigantic undertaking of the canal now allows free transit of ships of 350 
tons burthen, between Lakes Erie and Ontario, and whose vast importance as a na- 
tional work second in its ultimate results to none upon the face of the globe, is only 
now beginning tobe properly appreciated, was thus truly spoken of by a clear headed 
and far seeing man, (Bishop Strachan) to whom the thanks of this Province will be for 
ever due, forhisuntiring zeal and energy with which he laboured, to bring its capa- 
bilities prominently before the British public, in the year 1825. 


"Nilo work in Europe or America will bear a comparison with it in usefulness. 
In touching upon the mighty results which must soon follow its completion, the truth 
will assume the appearance of the most extravagant exaggeration, to those who do 
not make themselves acquainted with the singular geographical position of North Am- 
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erica. The great inland seas above the Falls of Niagara, containing more than half 
the fresh water upon this planet —bounded by upwards of 400,000 square miles of as 
fertile land as can be found on the globe, and exceeding in length of coast, five 
thousand miles. These seas, affording the most beautiful and commodious means of 
internal communication ever beheld, on a scale which human science and human la- 
bour or the treasures of a world cannot rival — can be approached by ships, only 
through the Welland Canal, with which in point of usefulness, no other work of the 
kind in Europe or Asia, ancient or modern will bear any comparison." 


“St. Catharines and her inhabitants have good cause tobe proud of their Canal, 
nor istheir confidence in its amazing resources either exaggerated or misplaced. And 
their geographical position, which may be considered at the head of the ship navi- 
gation of Lake Ontario; the largest vessels navigating those waters being able to 
ascend to the Town; gives them the possession of all the facilities of trade and export, 
enjoyed by towns situated upon the sea-board: and with Lake Erie for a "mill-dam" 
and Lake Ontario and the River St. Lawrence for a "tail-race," they possess within 
themselves an amount of hydraulic power, applicable ata trifling outlay to every de- 
scription of machinery, not exceeded if indeed equalled by any other locality in the 
known world. 


"Nor are these her only sources of gratification, planted as she is in the midst 
of a picturesque country, capable of the highest degree of cultivation, and possessed 
of a genial soil and salubrious climate, eminently adapted to agricultural and horti- 
cultural purposes. The future she may calmly and confidently contemplate, is one of 
steady but certain increase and advancement. Nor is the spirit of enterprize with 
which her inhabitants would seem to be endowed, altogether unworthy of the natural 
advantages they undoubtedly possess. A company has recently been formed for the 
purpose of lighting the Canal and the Town of St. Catharines with gas, which is now 
going into immediate operation. A branch railroad is also about to be constructed, 
for the purpose of uniting the Town and Port Dalhousie, the lower outlet of the canal, 
with the Great Western Railway, atapointamile and a half above the town, intended 
to run in connexion with a line of first class steamboats to the ports upon the lower 
lake. A company is also forming to bring the Lake Erie water from the top of the 
mountain through large pipes, to every part of the town. And from the high level in 
which its source is found, it will rise with facility through lead pipes to the top of 
every house in town, orbe rendered easily available for fountains and other ornamen- 
tal and useful purposes. An extraordinary degree of activity prevails in every branch 
of business — four vessels forming an aggregate of nearly 1200 tons, have already 
during the present summer been launched in the ship-yard; and another of a large class, 
is fast hastening to completion. Five large flouring mills, comprehending altogether 
thirty-one run of stones, make merry music as they go: the saw-mills, two in number, 
have to work night and day to supply a small portion of the demand, there are five 
machine shops, and one axe and edge-tool factory; two very large foundries busily 
employed in the most profitable application of alchemy, yet discovered, for transmu- 
ting iron into gold —and various smaller factories of different descriptions, planing- 
machines, etc., all in busy operation, combined with the activity prevailing in the 
erection of new buildings, altogether gives the town at the present period a look of 
Prosperity and business capabilities, far in advance of its size and appearance." 
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OLD PORT DALHOUSIE 


bird's eye view of Port Dalhousie 


Port Dalhousie owes its existence and growth to the building of the First Well- 
and Canal, begun in 1824 and completed in 1829. The entrance tothe canal and lock 
one of the canal was at the mouth of the Twelve Mile Creek. People came to this 
area to serve the needs of the canal traffic. Barges, horses, towboys, ships chandlers, 
a dry dock, rooming houses and grog shops brought a different life and the beginning 
of a community that before the canal had been only a rural farming area, sparsely 
settled and not easily accessible. 


The first families to settle around the Twelve Mile Creek entrance and on both 
sides of it along the lakeshore were Loyalists, American colonists who had remained 
loyal to Britain in the American Revolution. They fought with Butler's Rangers against 
the American revolutionaries and when the war was over many were disbanded in 1783 
at Niagara and were given grants of land by the Crown, in recognition of their ser- 
vices and as some compensation for the losses of land, possessions and livelihood that 
they had sustained against the Americans. 


Lieut. Benjamin Pawling was elected a member of the first Parliament of Upper 
Canada in 1792. He and his brother Jesse were Butler's Rangers and among the first 
settlers. Capt. Peter Tenbroeck was a British army officer. He and Benjamin Pawl- 
ing were judges in 1789 and 1791 and members of the first Land Board. Thos. Merritt, 
another early settler served as Sheriff 1803 to 1820. These men took up land on both 
sides of the Twelve Mile Creek as early as 1784. Other early settlers were Adam 
Bowman, William May, Coles and Schram. 


Indian trails served as the first roads, one trail followed the lakeshore from 
Old Niagara to Burlington inlet. Each Creek had to be ferried. The erosion of Lake 
Ontario has destroyed most of this road. 


In 1839 Alexander Muir came to the Twelve Mile Creek entrance to set up a 
drydock. He noted that there were 14 houses there. The names of these early settlers 
were: Pawling, Woodall, Wood, Brown, Abbey, Alexander, Read, Ingster, Irvine, 
Smiley, McGrath, Neilon, Sullivan, Bruce and Col. Clark. 


A grain elevator was built for storing grain from lightened ships when the Se- 
cond Canal was built 1842-1845. Literally thousands of ships used the Welland Can- 
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At the foot of the hill at Front Street was Lock One. The first cluster of 
buildings naturally developed close to the canal along Front Street and up Lack Street. 
At the corner of Front and Lock Streets was the Wood House, first owned by Sam Cole. 
Next Richard Wood had a general store. Opposite the Wood House was a feed store . 
Alexander Muir established his drydock and shipyard at the "grand basin". Front 
Street at one time was known as Tavern Strand because there were 17 grog shops lo- 
cated along Front Street and up Lock Street. Beside Wood House there were three 
other hotels: Runcey's, Walkerley'sand one owned bya negro named Lancaster whose 
hotel was the headquarters for bounty hunters during the Civil War. 


John Lowrie had a grist and flour mill on the area in what is now really an 
island between Lock One, First and Second Canals and Lock One, Third Canal. This 
mill was later sold to Mr. Neelon, then it burned down. (The Maple Leaf Rubber 
Factory later occupied the site in 1890.) 


Besides Alex Muir's shipyard there were Robert Abbey's and one owned by 
Capt. John Andrews. Nathan Pawling built many stores and other buildings, one 
store and Post Office at the corner of Dalhousie Avenue and Lock Street and another 
store at the corner of Mainand Brock Streets. Thos. Read built a large rooming house 
at the corner of Main and Simcoe Streets to house canal workers. The Government 
erected a brick building on Lock Street for Customs and other officials. This brick 
building is still in use as an apartment dwelling. On the west side of Lakeside Park 
one can still see the village lockup. It is a small stone building without any con- 
veniences, of heat, light or water. 


In 1853 the Thorold-Port Dalhousie Railway was built, its northern terminus 
being on the east side of the canal. (It was connected to the Michigan Central Rail- 
way and that is why the east side was called the Michigan side.) In 1859 the line 
was extended to Port Colborne and the name of the railway was changed to the Well- 
and Railway. This was latterly acquired by the Grand Trunk which finally became 
part of the C.N.R. This railway line was not built for the convenience of travellers 
but meant to augment the revenue of the canal. Grain could be stored at the eleva- 
tors and shipped by rail to the elevator at the other end. This would speed up traffic 
and compensate for the small size of the vessels using the canal since the ships were 
limited to draught. 


In 1876 the S.S. Empress of India provided regular passenger service between Toronto 
and Port Dalhousie. 


Lock at Pt.Dalhousie is 
the only existing lock 
of the old canals still 
in use to-day. Built in 
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Old Jail situated 1n parking 
area near Lakeside Park. It 
1s said that inmates stoked 
thetr own frre in the winter 
or took the risk of freezing. 


The village seems to have been called Port Dalhousie as early as 1842. 
B. Cumberland says: "The port in the days of the horse canal was mainly a turning place 
for the canal crews. Its one principal street facing the canal basin had houses on one 
side only, mostly drink shops, with or without a license, with a few junk and supply 
stores intervening. Its immediate inhabitants were a nomad collection of sailors and 
towing gangs waiting for another job. Around and in its neighbourhood there was a 
happy prolific of fruits and flowers, but in itself with its vagrant crews culled from 
the world over it was a little haven not far removed from the realm of Dante's ima- 
gination." 


But alongside the rough and ready side of life that the canal brought, this same 
scattered and rural community was concerned with the responsibilities of a commun- 
ity. They were concerned with churches and schools. They were served first by tra- 
velling missionary preachers, catholic and protestant in the early 1840's. By 1849 
J. Denton and J. Blair of Knox Church in St. Catharines started an organization to 
establish church services. Church meetings were held in a log schoolhouse in west 
Port Dalhousie close to what is now St. John's cemetery. By 1852 the church was or- 
ganized and a building erected on the site of the present St. Andrew's church prop— 
erty - property donated by Nathan Pawling. 


The Anglicans had their first church meetings in the same log schoolhouse. 
They called their first parish St. James Louth in 1834. Their first church was built 
by George E. Read in 1841 on land donated by George E. and Thomas Read. It was 
opened for service in 1842. 


The first schoolhouse built of logs sufficed until 1849 when a new school was 
built on Dalhousie Avenue near Gertrude. This was succeeded by a school on Dal- 
housie Avenue near Elgin which was used by Protestant and Catholics. In 1877 a brick 
school was erected and used by the Protestants. The Catholics took over the old school 
as it was opposite the Catholic Church. 


In 1862 Port Dalhousie was incorporated as a village with a population of 
1,150. On April 25, 1867 the Free Masons laid a corner stone of Port Dalhousie 
Church of St. John. There were 3000 spectators. It was completed by August 19, 
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ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, PORT DALHOUSIE 1834 - 1959 


Founded St. James Louth, Port Dalhousie, in 1834, the first church was built 
in 1834, sponsored by St. George's Church, St. Catharines under St. George's first 
rector, The Rev. James Clarke. James Clarke later died while travelling to St. John's 
at Port Dalhousie. 


It would appear that the name was changed to St. John's when the present 
red brick church was erected in 1868. A year or two later the old wooden building 
was sold and transported to Merritton, the name going with it. This frame building 
was totally destroyed by fire on March 15th, 1892 in Merritton. 


The first rectory of Port Dalhousie Anglican Church is now the residence of 
N. Haultain, 82 Queen Street, Port Dalhousie. 


HISTORY OF MERRITTON 


Merritton Old Town Hall 
Presently Historical Museum 


During the 1840's the Merritton area was a portion of Grantham Township and 
consisted of four settlements, Centreville at Lock 9, Westpost at Lock 15, Protestant 
Hill and Slabtown at Oak and Elm Streets. In 1850 the four became Welland City, 
probably derived from the Welland Canal which had been built in 1829. At that time 
the present City of Welland was known as Merrittville but in 1858 the two exchanged 
names for Welland was on the Welland River and the Honourable D. Hamilton Merritt 
lived in this area. 


Formation of the Welland Canal Loan Company and the purchase by this com- 
pany of a large area of land "to found an industrial area and develop water power" 
stimulated the growth of Merritton., Sawmills and grist mills, operated by familiar 
families such as Hendershot, Beatty, Brown, Phelps and Waite, dotted the banks of 
the canal. 


At this time the Methodist Church had two buildings in Merritton, one on 
Canal Street, now Moffatt, and the other on Pine Street. The latter building is now 
the Orange Hall. St. Andrews occupied a frame building on Hartzell Road near the 
railway crossing. St. Patricks Church was on Chestnut Street and St. James was at 


Oak and Merritt. 
In 1852 the Great Western Railroad came to the area and the line was laid 
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through to Niagara Falls. The first electric railway on the continent was built in 
1887 to connect Merritton and St. Catharines. 


Heavier industry began to appear at this time with construction by Beaver 
Cotton Mills of the stone building which later became the Independent Rubber Com- 
pany. The rubber plant closed in the 1920's and the building was acquired by Inter- 
lake Tissue Mills for storage purposes and burned in 1961. In 1861, across the road, 
Gordon McKay built Canadian Coloured Cotton Mills, now the Lybster Division of 
Dominon Tar and Chemical. 


In 1862, Canada Carbide built a plant on what is now Oakdale Avenue and 
also constructed a series of power houses at Locks 8, 9 and 10. This was followed in 
1871 by Lincoln Pulp and Paper Mills, built by Sylvester Neilon. This mill was later 
owned by the Woodruff family but is nowa part of Dominion Tar and Chemical. The 
first sulphite process mill was built by John Riordan in 1864. This mill operated until 
1923 when it passed into the hands of the receivers and lay idle for some years. It 
is now occupied by Kaupp Electric and White Supply but the acid tower still remains 
as a landmark. 


In 1874, Merritton was incorporated a Village with W. W. Waite the first 
Reeve. At this time Martin Nestor was village policeman and was succeeded in the 
80's by Charles Olson and in the nineties by Steve Bradley. Gilbert Schooley was 


Firsts sulphite MaLL 
Riordon Mills 
1864 


the Village Clerk and was followed by James Saunders. The present Town Hall was 
built in 1879 by James McDonald for a tendered price of $3,000.00 with the stone 
masonry by John Walker of Walker Brothers Quarry. 


In 1871 the Township of Grantham built a school on St. Davids Road. This 
was School Section #7. Previous to this the pupils attended on Queenston Street. St. 
Joseph's School was beside St. Patrick's Church. 


The first library was formed in 1883 with quarters in the Town Hall. It was 
located there until 1923 when the present library building was constructed with a grant 
of $7,500.00 by the Carnegie Foundation. Mrs. J. Carroll had a long record of 
service as librarian from 1902 until the 1950's. 


In 1885 the Council appointed a young man as Village Clerk and Richard 
Clark was to establish an enviable record of service to his municipality in this posi- 
tion but he was also secretary of the School Board and occupied a number of other 
positions. Mr. Clark was Clerk from 1885 until 1943 and during this time it may be 
said that nothing worthwhile went onin Merritton unless Mr. Clark had a hand in it. 
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He establisheda reputation for capable, honest administration which lead to the be- 
stowing of the Order of the British Empire by King George V, an honour well earned. 


In 1887 the Waterworks system was laid from the filtration plant in Thorold 
Township to the Village. The foresight of our forefathers is proven by the fact that 
no major works were necessary until 1927 when the new filter plant was built. The 
distribution was adequate until 1955 when the system was enlarged by a new 18 inch 
main and the 960,000 gallon storage tank. 


Following the installation of the water system, the Fire Department was formed 
in 1888 by such menas Richard, James and Andrew Clark, John McLean, John Dun- 
das. J. G.H. Hoarey. Richard Clark was first Chief and held this office until 1942 
when followed by Frank Bassett who passed away in 1944 and Arthur Tuckwell was 
appointed Chief. The history of the fire department would fill alengthy book for 
they were soon recognized as a first class unit throughout the province. At that time 
service clubs were unknown and the firemen were active in all community projects. 


Also in 1888 the Methodist Church sold their Pine Street building to the school 
board and used the money to erect a new church on Elm Street which is the present 
church in use. In 1925 the name was changed to Elm Street United Church and in 
1954 the Christian Education building was added. 


In 1892 the frame building of St. James Church was destroyed by fire and the 
present brick church was built. Two new churches were built in 1898. St. Patrick's 
was constructed of stone for $18,000.00 and it is worthy to note that the debt was paid 
in two years. The cyclone of that year demolished the frame church of St. Andrews 
and the present building was constructed. In 1955 the new hall was added. 


The famous cyclone mentioned above wreaked havoc in Merritton and caused 
considerable damage to St. Andrews and St. James churches, the Lincoln Mill, and 
numerous other buildings including the schools. 


Merritton must have been a thriving municipality at the turn of the century, 
and much could be written of this period. Considerable building had been done and 
all present churches constructed by this time. Industry was flourishing and expanding. 
A sign of the times was that wages were $1.25 per day, good whiskey was 40 cents a 
quart and beer was 25 cents for a 12 quart pail. Prominent names at this time were 
Andrew, Richard, James and Frank Clark, Richard, Harry and John Boyle, Addie 
Disher, Archie, Stephen and Casper Bradley, the Phelps, Riches, Pillings, Coadys, 
Murphys, Wilsons, Dundas, Leesons, Keatings, Walkers, O'Neills, Hagars, School- 
eys, Weavers, Hoareys and many others. A great many of these families are still 
residents. 


The Council became embroiled in an argument with the railway in 1903 re- 
garding the grade of the tracks which in turn governed the height of the bridge on 
Merritt Street, and the Clerk and Fire Chief called out the volunteer firemen to battle 
the railway. Hoses were laid and water played on the work crew who retaliated with 
axes, crowbars and shovels. After two hours the town lawyer advised cessation of the 
hostilities and the railway raised the bridge three feet. 


Samuel Moffatt was appointed policeman in 1905, a position he occupied a- 
lone until 1915 when a night man was added. Mr. Moffatt, like Mr. Clark, has left 
a list of records. He, too, was active in all town affairs, policeman, assessor, tax 
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collector, dog catcher, weed inspector, and truant officer. Due to the ability of 
Mr. Moffatt, Merritton was a quiet town and in his years of office no violent crime 
was committed. Canal Street was re-named in his memory, an honour justly deserved, 
for he was known and respected for his ability and tact to handle situations. Those 
of us who were boys during this period will recall the respect that he commanded. 


The war years of 1914-18 intervened and a great many Merritton people 
served. In 1919 the fire department headed a campaign to raise money for a mem- 
orial to those who had died and the tribute stands beside the Town Hall. 


The Interlake Tissue Mills was established in 1912 and built a large addition 
in 1951. Originally owned by the Carruthers family, it is now a subsidiary of Kim- 
berley-Clark Corporation. 


MERRITTON 


SCALE 450 Fr To 11N 
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On July Ist, 1918, Merritton was incorporated a Town with Thomas F. Has- 
tings as the first Mayor. A plaque stands above the main entrance to the Town Hall. 
Canon H. J. Cody, Minister of Education, was the guest speaker. In this year, the 
sulphite plant was built at Lincoln Pulp and Paper. This, too, is now owned by Do- 
minion Tar and Chemical. 


In 1920 the Kindergarten School, now Glen Merritt, was built. The Clark 
Brass Foundry was purchased and demolished for the site. Some will remember the red 
frame building. "I was in the first class to enter this school and the School Board 
wanted thirty year debentures for payment. | was grown, married and Mayor when 
the last payment was made", said Mayor H. Johnson. 


St. Joseph's school was extensively remodelled in 1922, to modernize the 
class rooms. Miss Rose McCarthy taught at this school from 1917 until her retirement 
in 1942. The McLean Malpass Mission, a pastoral charge of Elm Street Church, was 
built in 1922 and an addition added in 1928. 


A new school was built on Maple Street in 1924 to replace the one room 
school. This school cost $20,000.00 for two rooms which compares with the present 
price of some $30,000.00 per room. 


During the 1920's the social life consisted of movies, which the fire depart- 
ment held in the upper Town Hall, and social evenings with music supplied by the 
Merritton Brass Concert Band. Church groups flourished and the season was not com- 
plete without the annual variety or minstrel show. Swimming in the old canal at 
Locks 8, 14 and 18 willnever be forgotten. Grannies pond was excellent for rafting, 
swimming and fishing in the summer, skating in winter. Cliffords Creek and Yankee 
Porid were also good spots. 


The depression affected Merritton with the Hayes Steel operating 3 months of 
the year but the paper mills were more fortunate and operated almost full-time. Dur- 
ing this period sewer and water services were installed in the Mount Pleasant sub- 
division and the area began todevelop. This was a period of economic standstill but 
Merritton took a forward step in 1934 and built the first High School and then added 
2 more rooms in 1936. 


In 1865 at Lock 11 there was a mill which produced "Bent goods, wagon wheels, etc." 
This is now Hayes-Dana Limited. 


"In a very old newspaper we read about the five Phelps brothers, who were very active 
in business life locally. Orson and Noah Phelps operated a saw mill at Lock 8, which 
turned out large quantities of shingles, mouldings, etc., some 75 to 85 years ago. 
They had their own ships, one the "British Queen" which plied regularly between Lake 
Erie ports. Judson and Philander Phelps ran a large blacksmith shop at the corner of 
Lincoln and Merritt Streets, and afterwards builta hammer factory on the flats of Lock 
10 weir. Thomas Saunders started a spoke factory at Lock 7 weir. After his death 
the factory made oaken buckets, then changed to a Flour Mill, and afterwards to the 
Garden City Paper Company. Nothing now remains but some concrete foundations. 
Elijah Phelps, who married Mr. Saunders' daughter, starteda spoke factory and shaft- 
turning factory on the site of the present Hayes Steel with Patterson and Fothering- 
ham. Elijah soon took over the factory himself and there are still a few old residents 
who used towork there. All ofus still know Milo Phelps, the sixth brother, Reeve of 
Merritton in 1899, and who still resides at 266 Merritt Street. 
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HOTELS 


and 


INSTITUTIONS 


A man billed as the 
'Human Fly' fell to 
his death while try- 
ing to scale the side 


of the Welland House 
in the: earlye 20's. 


The Welland House as 1t looked in 1885 


Old Hotels from Old Newspapers: - 
Paul Shipman's Tavern (and Inn) — Eaton's Annex Corner. 


The log tavern was built by E. S. Adams. It was a stage stop for the stage 
from Ancaster which came down and up the St. Paul Street hill to stop at the Inn. 


1823 The executors of Hamilton estate sold land to Paul Shipman which in- 
cluded the site of his famous tavern. 


June 28, 1826 Wright's Hotel at junction of main roads from Niagara and 
Queenston was for sale. 


June 6, 1827 Luther Dyer lately opened a public house formerly occupied by 
W.H. Merritt. Stages to Queenston and Ancaster three times a week each way —also 
daily stages. Livery stables kept by E. W. Stephenson. 


1853 Welland House built bya large number of escaped negro slaves. Guests 
were met at railway station by John Dorsey, a short negro whose descendents still live 
in St. Catharines. He met the guests in his horse-drawn bus and drove them down and 
up the hills, walking himself. Welland House was built on the site of an old foundry 
and blacksmith shop of Mr. McCandlish which extended along King Street about one 
hundred feet. 


1854 The Station Hotel, 14 Beech Street, Merritton, led a rip-roaring exis- 
tence on Saturday nights when the mule team drivers gathered in town to blow the lid 
off the town. This hotel and others were the focal points of their carousing. Gambling 
ran rampant. Goose Island and Glory Hill were arenas for fights. The station was 
discarded as useless in 1899. When tow boys were no longer needed on the canal, 
the hotels became a rooming house for girls who came from England and Scotland to 
show the girls of Merritton how to run the cotton mill machines. 
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January 24, 1855 E.W. Stephenson's (Durham House) was built. It was open- 
ed June 18, 1855. It suffered a bad fire October 1, 1863. 


July 30, 1856 Hotels in townwere - Stephenson's, Wm. Brownlee's, Welland 
House, St. Catharines, American and May's. 


August 27, 1856 Stinson's Hotel opened on Queenston Street. 


November 5, 1856 Welland Hotel auctioned off. It was sold to T.R. Merritt 
for $13,000 cash. 


May 12, 1864 Tavern licenses increased from 28 to 35. 
April 13, 1865 Welland Hotel completed with mineral baths. 


1869 Sailor's Inn, now 14 and 16 Newton Street, was built on the tow path. 
The canal closed from midnight Saturday to midnight Sunday and the sailors flocked 
to this Inn. Except for the addition of bathrooms the building has not been changed. 


1876 Stephenson House, Yates Street, was converted to DeMill Ladies Coll- 
ege which employed 14 professors and teachers. It was a first class hotel and sana- 
torium. The building was of brick, three stories high above the basement. It would 
accommodate 200 students. There was a balcony entirely around the college, nearly 
one-eighth of a mile inlength. The dining hall on the ground floor was 42 ft. by 75 
ft. Heating was by hot air blast. On the grounds was the celebrated St. Catharines 
mineral spring. 


The College was originally located in Oshawa and moved to St. Catharines 
after fire destroyed the Oshawa buildings. It had a successful history of 23 years. 
Rev. A. B. DeMill was the manager. 


The Stephenson House stood on Yates Street near Salina Street. Later, it was 
used as a macaroni factory for many years. 


YM GA. 


The Y.M.C.A. originated in London, England in 1844 under the leadership 
of George Williams of St. Paul's Church, London. 


Chestnut Ps Caer 
and 

Ste raul ey 

Streets 1900 's 
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The St. Catharines Y.M.C.A. was organized in 1859 by James Mills, the 
first president, in rented rooms at 25 Hainer Street, and in 1891 moved to 33 Queen 
Street. In 1905 the Y.M.C.A, erected its own building on St. Paul Street, where the 
Leonard Hotel now is, which served the youth for 20 years. 


Under the leadership of Wm. A. Darker, in 1925 a unit of International Asso- 
ciation of Y's Men's Clubs was formed to promote Y.M.C.A, interest, especially to 
purchase a campsite near Honey Harbour, now known as Camp Wa-Sa-Ah-=Bun. David 
B. Mills of Montclair, N.J., a son of the first president, contributed nearly half the 
cost of the campsite, which amounted to $2,200. 


In 1924 and 1925 Col. R.W. Leonard offered to build a new Y.M.C.A., build- 
ing providing the Y.M.C.A. would raise $100,000 fund to provide maintenance for 
it. David B. Mills presented the Y. with 780 shares of General Motors stock to pro- 
vide the needed $100,000. 


The site at 56 Queen Street was purchased for $28,000. The tender chosen 
for the new building was $318,000. A public subscription for furnishings raised 
$154,919. The new Y was built from January 19, 1929 to October 7th, 1929. The 
Governor General, Lord Willingdon, officially unlocked the Y.M.C.A. -Y.W.C.A. 
door with a gold key. 


The following men have held the office of President of the local Y.M.C.A.: 


1859 James Mills 1916-17 George E. Jones 
189] Judge Sinkler 1918 Ephriam Wismer 
1902 W. J. Robertson 1919-40 Ellis H. Jones 

1913 John Madill 1941-54 John R. Empringham 
19.15 H. W. Byrne 1955 William A. Darker 


The membership grew from 200 in 1905 when the St. Paul Street building was 
first used to 1,000 men and boys when the Queen Street building was completed. The 
total membership dropped to 800 during the 1930's but increased to 2000 during 1955 
and to 3000 in 1959 when the Y's 100th Anniversary was celebrated. In 1958 the 
total attendance for all activities was more than 146,000. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Prior to 1903, the reading public of St. Catharines had access only to such 
library facilities as could be provided by a Mechanics Institute, Sunday Schools and 
similar organizations. About the turn of the century, several millions of dollars were 
made available for the establishment of free public libraries through the will of An- 
drew Carnegie, the American Steel Magnate. From money obtained from the Carne- 
gie Fund, our City erected and equipped the fine Public Library Building at the corner 
of Church and James Streets, in 1903. 


In 1965 and 1966 extensive renovations were made, awing was added and the 
system of branches was extended to serve the expanded city. There are now three 
branches and a travelling library van. 


OLD ST. CATHARINES BANKS 


Bank of Montreal = 

In 1822 a branch was established in St. Catharines and later withdrew. In 
1852 it was located at 8 St. Paul Street but closed ata later date and in 1869 on 
January 15th the branch established in St. Catharines again and was located on the 
northwest corner of Queen and St. Paul Street. 


Bank of Upper Canada — 


On December 9th, 1847 there is a record of the branch being closed in St. 
Catharines and in 1865 another branch was established on the corner of St. Paul and 
Yates Street. On September 20th, 1866 this also was suspended. 


Royal Canadian Bank Agency — 


In 1867, on April 3rd, there was an announcement that a branch would be 
opened in the Merchant's Block. 


Quebec Bank — 
The Quebec Bank opened a savings branch here in 1867. 
Bank of Toronto — 


A branch of the Bank of Toronto was established in St. Catharines in 1874. 
In 1877 the branch was located on St. Paul Street beside the old Post Office. 


Niagara District Bank — 


The Niagara District Bank was established here in 1853. Mr. J.P. Smart was 
placed in charge. It was of great service to the thriving town and contributed much | 


to the general prosperity. In 1875 this bank changed its name to "Imperial Bank of 
Canada". ? 


The Canadian Bank of Commerce — 


The St. Paul and Queen Street branch was opened on May 25, 1867. It was 
the main branch of that bank in St. Catharines until amalgamation with the Imperial 
Bank of Canada on June Ist, 1961, at which time the main branch of the Imperial Bank 


of Canada became the main branch of the amalgamated Bank. The Managers were as 
follows: 
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1867 H. C. Barwick 1939 O. K. Lawson 
1883 F. L. Hankey 1945 A.M. Inglis 
1885 Fe ©) ..Cross 1959 J. Lawrason 
1902 R. G. W. Conolly 1960 K. G. House 
1920 eA. hOxX 1962 B. A. Townsend 
1931 J. H. Dobbie 1965 J. R. McGill 
1938 S. H. Falkner 


First Imperial Bank 
bn dul Ot. started 
operations 1n 1867 


The Market Branch was opened by the Imperial Bank of Canada in 1909 and closed by 
that bank on January 30th, 1953 when the business was transferred to its new main 
office, now the King and Queen Streets branch. 


The St. Paul and Ontario Streets branch was opened in about 1855 by the 
Niagara District Bank which merged with the newly-formed Imperial Bank of Canada 
on June Ist, 1875. It was the main St. Catharines branch of that bank until 1950 
when its new main branch was opened at King and Queen Streets. The St. Paul and 
Ontario Streets branch was closed on November 30th, 1962 and the business trans- 
ferred to the St. Paul and Queen Streets Branch. Its managers were as follows: 


1875 - October 1902 Cc. M. Arnold November - 1909 J. A. Forster 
October 1902 - 1904 C.H.S. Clark June - 1933 E. J. Baker 
1904 - 1909 S. W. Secord September - 1950 H. G. Waters 


The Sterling Bank of Canada — 


The Sterling Bank of Canada opened a St. Catharines branch in May, 1906. 
The Sterling Bank of Canada was taken over by the Standard Bank of Canada on Dec- 
ember 31st, 1924 and the Standard Bank was in turn taken over by The Canadian Bank 
of Commerce on November 5, 1928. The latter closed the branch on January 26, 
1929 transferring the business to its main branch —now the St. Paul and Queen Street 


Branch. 
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THEATRES 


Concerts and all theatrical events were given for many years inthe town hall. 
This is the building now known as the county building or the court house. It was 
built as the town hall and market house in 1848 by Civas Tulley, Architect, from 
plans of the Hotel de Ville in Perugia, Italy. The entrance is carved entirely of stone 
including the base, upright ballistrades, coppings and pillars. 


The large room on the second floor at the front was used continually for balls, 
concerts, plays and all manner of entertainment. An addition in 1864 brought the 
building into its present angle shape. 


In the eight-foot high basement of the building, there was provision for rooms 
for the housekeeper, police office, lockup, fire engine, hook and ladder and hose 
and hot-air heating apparatus. 


The ground floor, with 13-foot ceilings, contained eight stalls for the market 
with 12-foot wide passageways between. The upper floor, with 22-foot ceilings was 
54 feet by 40 feet in size, with galleries and an office for the town clerk. 


Even before it was enlarged, the whole building must have been the real core 
of the town, which by now had full status as a corporation with a mayor and a popu- 


lation nearly 10,000. 


It was not a dull life in any season. During the fall and winter, there were 
concerts, minstrel shows and travelling shows. 


In 1864 Fowler's Hall was built for public and theatrical events. It stood at 
the north-west corner of St. Paul and Ontario Streets. It seated 500. It was the 
scene of the Firemen's Ball and many other festivities until near the turn of the cen- 
tury. 

In those days before movies, radio or television, every small city had its 
Grand Opera House complete with the inevitable red velvet curtain, private boxes 
and plenty of gilt paint. The theatre-going in the 1800's would put present day stan- 


At the turn of the century 1s was the old Hippodrome Theatre 
that gave entertainment to many young and old alike. 
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dards to shame. Candlelight, and later, gaslight flickered as handsome gentlemen 
in their hand-tailored suits and bejewelled ladies in stiff satin gowns alighted from 
their carriages fora gala evening in the dress circle while common folk made a bee- 


line for the balcony. One can almost hear the clipclop of the beautifully groomed 
horses as the coachmen drove off to await play's end. 


In those days the night-life of the city was centred around that block on On- 
tario Street from St. Paul to King Street. The Grand Opera House was at 47 Ontario 
Street. Professor Hyde's Orchestra played in the Stephenson House grand ballroom 
when not busy at the theatre and there the ladies and gentlemen from 'way down 
South twirled and flirted in the dances of the day —The Lancers, Waltz, Quadrille 
Polka, Schottische, Galop and Mazurka. Behind the pillars one could glimpse the 
Beige black eyes of the Mammys as they watched their masters and mistresses at 
play. 


Guests of the two famous hotels patronized the Grand Opera House, and 
there was a saying that went the rounds of show people: "If you can get a hand in 
St. Catharines you will be a hit anywhere". 


In recent years the cinemas and drive-ins have replaced the theatres. 


ST. CATHARINES CONCERT BAND 


WINNERS OF THE CANADIAN BAND CHAMPIONSHIP, 1924 
GERALD MARKS, CONDUCTOR 


H. Saunders E, Gould T. Wigmore W. Burley E. Burley G. Goldhawk C. Hill 
G. Hill H. Dunkley E, Jones F. Willett W. Zimmerman  N, Gale A. Crocker L. Parkins A. Gill Wm. Meighan 
G. Johnson A. Flindall A. MacGlashan F, Zimmerman C. Baer T. Henry H. Walters Gerald Marks J. Jones J. Scott R. Fountain E. Partridge G. Burns C. James 
A. Pardoe  C. Morris J. Gayder W. Fairburst W. Hoare J. Keating J. Martin W. Phillips W. Benson A. Martin 
L. Petrie J. Bramah F. Hart H. Meighan 
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NEWSPAPERS 


The first newspaper in St. Catharines, established in 1826, was published by 
Mr. Hiram Leavenworth and was called "The Farmers' Journal and Welland Canal 
Intelligencer". The name was rather ponderous and it was soon shortened to "The 
St. Catharines Journal". The paper rendered good service in promoting the first ca- 
nal. Mr. William Hamilton Merritt had capital invested in the enterprise, as is 
proved by an old account, which shows that he footed bills for type, postage and 
paper. Mr. Merritt, in speaking of the establishment of "The Journal" says - "Our 
principal object will be topublisha correct and accurate statement from time to time, 
of all interesting matters relative to the Welland Canal, which is now rapidly pro- 
gressing under the most favourable auspices; to endeavour to the utmost of our limited 
talent to draw the public attention to the splendid plans now in embryo; to awaken 
the spirit of enquiry and enterprise in regard to canals and other improvements of vi- 
tal importance to our prosperity and happiness, and to develop by every proper means 
the various resources of this fertile land in which we live." 


On May 20th, 1859, The St. Catharines Journal changed ownership and was 
re-named "The Daily Journal of St. Catharines". In 1891, "The St. Catharines Stan- 
dard" was founded by Mr. W.B. Burgoyne, anexceptionally capable editor, who soon 
built a large circulation for his paper. The St. Catharines Standard is still run by 
the Burgoyne family some 76 years later. 


"The St. Catharines Constitutional" newspaper served the city well from 1850 
to 1871. It's microfilm records are preserved at the Public Library. 


The St.Catharines Standard 
Niagara District's leading 
newspaper for over 75 years. 
Photo shows the old press— 
room of the go's. 


MASONIC LODGE 


The occupation and destruction of the Town of Niagara by United States troops 
during the 1812-1814 war caused some activity in St. Catharines. Some businesses 
and institutions which were forced to leave came here. For instance, when Niagara 
Masonic Lodge could not meet there they started holding meetings in a hotel near the 
junction of Geneva and Niagara Streets. After the war those members who had joined 
and lived in this area formed a lodge of their own. This lodge has carried on since 
that time and is now St. George's Lodge No. 15, A.F. & A.M., G.R.C. This lodge 
laid the corner stone of St. George's Church and it is said that the Church assumed 
this name as a courtesy to and in honour of the Lodge which performed this service. 
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EARLY SCHOOLS 


and 


EDUCATION 


ST. CATHARINES COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE LITERARY SOCIETY COMMITTEE. 
SPRING TERM, 188s. 


F. A. FRALIcK, Paes Krick, E. J. Norrisn, Miss NELLIE TAYLor, 
Curator. and Vice-President. President. ist Vice-President. 
Miss BELLA MARQUIS, Miss ALIcE YouMANS, R. S. STRATH, 
Councillor. Sec. of Com. Secretary. 


Miss EpitH Burson, Treasurer, 


The first school in St. Catharines of which there is any record is the Grantham 
Academy. It opened its doors to prospective candidates in September 1829 with a 
staff of three, Principal William Lewis and assistants Mr. Walker and Miss Anderson. 
Figures of student enrollment in that year are not available, but in this our Centen- 
nial year, it isinteresting and revealing to compare the secondary school enrollment 


in 1867, of 53, with that in 1967, of 6,986. 


Citizens of St. Catharines may note with justifiable pride that this school was 
one of the earliest secondary schools in Upper Canada. If one excepts the District 
Grammar Schools, it was the second, being preceded only by the Ernestown Academy, 
builtatBathin 1812. The Academy, recognized as a Collegiate Institute since 1872, 
failed tokeep pace with the growing needs of the community despite major additions 


in 1873, 1880, 1911-12. With the building of the new St. Catharines Collegiate 


old St.Catharines Collegiate 
members of the staff are; 
front row, left to right 


Francis Walker 
William Burns 
Dr. J.Henderson Prin. 
E.J. Norrish 
A.O'Dell 


Central. School onuChurch Ste 
te Ditetherington, Prin. 
Zanronk G. Cov 

3. Herbie Eckhardt 

4. "Peggy" Drisdale & friend 
5. Waldemar Klotz 

6. Clarence Taylor 

7. Arthur Bogardus 

8. Willie Black 

g. Willte Marquis 


Institute and Vocational School on Catherine Street in 1923, the old Academy, re- 
modelled and redecorated, took on a new lease of life as the W.J. Robertson Public 
School. It was named in honour of a former master who served with distinction from 
1874 to 1912. It is of passing interest that the bell, which now graces the cupola of 
the school, was the gift of Trustee Oliver Phelps in 1829 and had been used as a work 
bell for construction gangs on the first Welland Canal. 


The needs of primary education were indifferently met at best, until Dr. 
Ryerson, Minister of Education, made elementary education compulsory and a respon- 
sibility of the community in 1844. The city rented quarters for schooling until 1853, 
when the first ward schools were built. These were the St. Andrew's, then the St. 
Thomas! and the St. George's Ward Schools. The site of St. Andrew's Ward School 
is now occupied by the Provincial Gas building, the site of St. George's by St. 
Nicholas Separate School, Church Street. Other elementary schools of this period 
were the Court Street School, 1891, now the Masonic Temple; the St. Paul's Ward 
School whose site is occupied by Loblaw's, Queenston Street; and schools at the cor- 
ners of Niagara and Dacotah Streets and Edmund and George Streets, both of which 
have long since been replaced by residential buildings. By 1855 the educational 
system had developed sufficiently to require a local superintendent of schools. Rev. 
Robert Robinson has the distinction of being the first to hold that post. 


1863 
DiPhelitps 
Private School 
Academy St. 


Robertson Public 
School 
Church St. 


19607 


Roman Catholic Separate Schools were authorized by act of the Provincial 
legislature in 1850. St. Catharines’ first Separate School was opened in 1857; teach- 
ing responsibilities were assumed by the Sisters of St. Joseph. St. Nicholas Separate 
School, Church Street, opened in 1887. 


One of the first night school programmes was that initiated by Mr. & Mrs. 


Barnes in 1843 in the Presbyterian Church now the First United Church. The subjects 
offered were vocational, namely Bookkeeping, Writing and Arithmetic. 


In 1867, education was in the midst of being transformed from its haphazard 
pioneer beginnings to tax-supported organized provincial systems, but not without 
opposition. Parents had paid fees at so much a head to support local schools, and 
some resented the tax system, calling it an excuse to get them to pay for the educa- 
tion of other people's children. 


It was still only the gentry who had more than about five years of schooling. 
Teacher licensing had begun, though standards and training were ata shaky minimum. 
School enrolment was doubling and tripling, but attendance often depended on what 
else there was to do. 


Schools themselves were improving. Frame and brick were replacing log build- 
ings, though the ink still froze in the inkwells in winter. 


Benches that ran the length of the room or that seated pupils two by two were 
replacing backless benches and desks were replacing slanted writing boards that stu- 


dents stood up to use. 


The equipment for one-room rural schools included abox stove, a box of sand 
for blotting ink, a bucket and dipper for drinking water, and a birch rod about four 
feet long and thick as a man's thumb. 


The curriculum was basically the three Rs with dollops of geography and Bri- 
tish history. Education was mostly by memorization; the birch rod was probably an 
effective memory aid. 

In 1929 St. Catharines had twelve public schools, four separate schools and 
a private school. The attendance at the public schools was about 3,500 and at the 
separate schools 650. Between the years 1929 and 1964, the City's Public and Sep- 
arate School facilities expanded to 32 Public Schools, with an enrollment of 13,000 
pupils and 19 Separate Schools, with an enrollment of 5,000 pupils. 
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In 1958, a Committee known as The Niagara District Joint Committee on 
Higher Education, was formed to determine the educational needs in the Niagara 
Peninsula for a university. The survey by this Committee resulted in the formation 
of a subsequent Committee known as the Brock University Founders Committee, under 
the chairmanship of the late Mr. Arthur A. Schmon. In its wisdom, the Committee 
decided ona campus in two phases, one a five hundred acre site above the escarpment 
in south St. Catharines. In 1963, a building on Glenridge Avenue was acquired and 
following extensive renovations, provision was made to accommodate 500 students. 


Brock University was officially opened on October 19th, 1964, by His Excel- 
lency Governor-General Georges Vanier. The enrollment on September 14th & 15th 
of that year, was 142, and has increased to 720 in the fall of 1967. 


In 1966 the Board of Education had 35 elementary schools with 531 on the 
teaching staff and 13,798 pupils. They had 6 secondary schools with 383 on the 
teaching staff and 5,920 pupils. 


In 1966 the Separate School Board had 20 elementary schools with 178 on the 
teaching staff and 5,532 pupils. They had 1 secondary school with 43 on the teach- 
ing staff and 925 pupils. 


_ 


Brock University St1 li under mw oust ructt onmCChas 107 


RIDLEY COLLEGE 


Any international reputation in education for St. Catharines comes because 


of Ridley College —now 78 years old and one of Canada's leading "prep"schools for 
boys. 


Since it opened, after an inter-Anglican church squabble, in a dying-out 
salt-bath hotel on Yates Street in 1889, the school has educated and developed about 
5,000 boys and had to raise its fees from $267 to the $2,550 it will charge for upper 


school come September. 


In 1900, the school's name — Bishop Ridley College — was changed to Ridley 
College. Ridley was a bishop of London in the Reformation period who was burned at 
the stake in Oxford in 1555 by Mary, Queen of Scots, for his Protestantism. 


In 1897, Ridley opened Canada's first junior boarding school (with four bath- 
tubs for 20 boys) on the first plot of what eight years later became the new campus for 
the whole college. It has been growing periodically since. 
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Enrolment has climbed from 50 to 420. Facilities ha 
: ve grown from the four- 
floor hotel (bought for $18,000 and destroyed by a night fire in 1903) to We 


building campus across the Twelve Mile Creek, across whichboys once punted to pla 
cricket. io 


Over the years Ridley has remained pro-British without being non-Canadian. 

pes ee Ensign was hoisted up the pole the day Springbank opened in 1889 

mid anti-military feeling in 1931, the school held its biggest- det = 
with 205 boys in the parade. selmi ea ot 


Ridley hasn't been an Anglicanbastion, although almost all the names in her 
records are Anglo-Saxon. For years the school has attracted students from several 
Latin American and Caribbean countries, as well as the United States and Britain 


Between 1949 and 1959 almost $1,000,000 was donated or earned to be spent 
on buildings. 


Ridley College -— September 1967 


THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS' ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 


The St. Catharines & District United Empire Loyalists Association of Ontario 
was organized in Toronto, May 11th, 1896. In 1905 a Branch was formed in St. Cath- 
arines, and re-organized in 1934. 


In November 1934 permission was granted by the Niagara Falls Parks Comm- 
ission to have a boulder, once the halfway mark between Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
Queenston, placed in Memorial Park, with a bronze plaque commemorating the arrival 
of the United Empire Loyalists in this district 150 years before this date. On Decem- 
ber 27th, 1934 the Memorial Boulder was unveiled by two young descendants of Uni- 
ted Empire Loyalists, Marjory Sanderson and Margaret Sander. During the ceremony 
‘+ was referred to the fitting location which had been chosen on sacred ground near 
where Shipman's Corner was, withina stone's throw of the first church, near the first 
store and post office and on the same ground as the war memorial, symbolic of sacri- 


fice. 
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INDUSTRIES 


Merritton 
St. Catharines 
Port Dalhousie 


Norris Flour Mill - 1880 
Se. Catharivtes 


The existence of St. Catharines depended on her mills. 


In 1827 a grist mill was built by E.S. Adams near Lock Two. Before this time 
settlers drove to Wm. Woodruff's steam mill at St. Davids, probably the mill built by 
Samuel Lutes in 1792. Mr. Phelps, in 1827 went to St. Davids for flour and teamed 
it to Slab Town, now Merritton. It took him a whole day to do 16 miles over cordu- 
roy roads, log bridges and up and down the Hartzell Hill. 


There were approximately fifteen grist mills mentioned in records from 1828 to 
1860, not all existing at the same time. 


The Red Mill or Merchant's Mill was built by Oliver Phelps and W.H. Merritt 
in 1828. It was the forerunner of the Lincoln Mills and by 1834 had seven runs of 
stone and produced 1, 100 pounds of flour a day. Between 1840 and 1850 The Maple 
Leaf Milling Company's mill at Glenridge Bridge was built. 


Around 1856 Messrs. Lawries had two grist mills in Port Dalhousie with six 
runs of stone and John L. Ranney also operated a grist mill in Port Dalhousie which 
had six runs of stone and produced 440 barrels of flour a day. 


Empire Mills - 1882 


Later years owned by 
The Pacrard Electvimc 
Company. Has since been 
torn down. Was situated 
on Geneva Street South. 


The woollen industry developed before 1812 about Pelham Union, ctfingham 
St. Johns, Power Glen and Rockway. In 1806 there was a fulling mill at St. ee? 
St. Johns main street formed part of the Dundas Road, a stage road from Fort Erie to 
Dundas. At the height of its prosperity, in 1840, St. Johns had two churches, a large 
hotel, several general stores, tannery, harnessshop, wagonand carriage shop, black- 
smith shop, brickyard, sawmill, two grist mills andacarding mill. When the Welland 
Canal used the water St. Johns and DeCew diminished, but St. Catharines grew. 


A woollen factory was built in St. Catharines in May 1847 which became 
Canada Haircloth Company and this company is still operating today at the rear of the 
St. Paul Street parking lot. 


W.H. McCordick's factory for leather, wood products and tannery was built 
in 1848 on Chestnut Street. The factory is presently operating on Grantham Avenue. 


In 1851 there were five merchant flour mills and one custom mill operating in 
St. Catharines. In 1857 the end of the war in Europe caused several of these manu- 
facturers to fail. 


In 1856 the Beaver Cotton Mills were built on the site where the large stone 
building, formerly the rubber plant, now stands in Port Dalhousie. 


In 1856 there were at least five sawmills operating in the area; Captain 
Fowlie's in Port Dalhousie; Lewis Shickluna's at Lock 3; R. & H.H. Collier's, pro- 
ducing 2 million feet of lumber a day; O.J. Phelps' mill; and Wm. Beatty's, also 
producing 2 million feet of lumber a day. At Lock 17 John Brown had a cement mill; 
the Grantham Mill was producing cement and plaster; and Murray Balkup had a pail 
and tub factory. 


Lock 8 — Merritton 


OW J. shel pl ssaudtt LiL 
1856 

This photo was taken by 

Poole Photo of St. Cath- 

arines who received 

"Honourable Mention" at 

the Paris Exposition, 


France, 1878 for it. 


Gordon McKay of Toronto built a cotton mill in 1861 which was afterwards 
sold to the Canada Coloured Cotton Mills, now the Lybster Mill in Merritton. 


In 1862 John Riordan of Hamilton started his first paper mill on the east side 
of the first canal on land below Lock 6, leased from Thos. R. Merritt. It was opera- 
ted by surplus water not required for canal purposes. At first it only produced wrapp- 
ing paper because the canal water was not pure enough to produce white paper. The 


daily output was 2 to 3 tons. 
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In 1867 the paper making machinery was moved to the mill near Lock 17, in 
Merritton, and here the daily output was 6 to 8 tons. By December it was producing 
white paper. 


In 1884 John Riordon died and in 1890 the joint stock company, "Riordan 
Mills" was formed. In 1885 Charles Riordon first introduced the sulphite process to 
North America, at the Merritton mill. This process was invented in 1882 by Eugene 


Ritter and Karl Kellner of Austria. The mill adopted this system in 1890. 


Other industries of the early days as reported in old newspapers included a 
large saw factory, built in 1866 to replace one which was burnt; a needle factory 
was also built the same year. The Welland Vale Manufacturing company was esta- 
blished in 1869 at Lock 2. It made axes, forks, rakes, hoes and saws. It absorbed 
5 other firms including Canada Axe and Tool. Before World War | Welland Vale ex- 
ported implements to the different countries of the British Empire and to Holland, 
Belgium, Denmark and South America. Welland Vale made the pitchfork used by 
David McLean to capture Rudolph Hess, one time Nazi leader. 


One time Nazi Leader 'Rudolph Hess’ was 
captured near Glasgow, Scotland on May 10, 
104 1. 

A Scotsman, David McLean, made this historic 
capture with the aid of a pitchfork made in 
St. Catharines by Welland Vale. 


Some local industries of the early days still in operation today are: 


Coy Brothers Hardware - established in 1850 

McKinnon Chain - established in 1875, now Columbus McKinnon Ltd. 
Warren Knit - established in 1877 

McKinnon Industries Limited - established in 1878 

Newman Brothers - established in 1885 

Walker Brothers Quarries - established in 1887 


McKinnon Industries 1n 1918 
Ontario St. Plant 


Machine Shop as it looked in the 
early years. 
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DE CEW MILL AND 


POWER HOUSE 


Old Mill at De Cew Falls 


John De Cew operated a grist mill before 1800. His original saw mill stood 
3/4 of a mile back from the crest of De Cew Falls. 


By 1798 a road had been opened through his property leading westward to the 
"head of the lake". Itdivided at Beaver Dams east of De Cew Falls into two branches 
— one of which connected with Lundy's Lane and the other following the crest of the 
escarpment, passing the Indian graveyard, finally reaching St. Davids and Queenston. 
This was the principal east-west highway of the Peninsula. 


De Cew House was an imposing stone building 53' x 34', built in 1808. In- 
terior finish of the house was black walnut with pine board floors. The house was a 
busy place in the 1812-14 war, during which the property was badly devastated. 


After the war Captain DeCew strug- 
gled to restore his property but when 
the Welland Canal was built, the 
water supply was so depleted that 
the mills could not operate. When the 
third canal was built there was plen- 
ty of water again and the mill was 
sold toWilson Morningstar in 1833. 
Morningstar operated a saw mill a- 
cross the stream from the grist mill 
for 45 years and he operated the 
grist mill until his death in 1933. 


Upper De Cew falls 
St. Catharines 
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The generation of electricity by water power and its transmission to distant 
points athigh voltage had its inception at De Cew Falls! In 1896 the Cataract Power 
Company was formed. They developed electric power and transmitted it successfully 
to Hamilton, a distance of 35 miles. This was a four wire two phase, 40,000 volt 
transmission line. A similar transmission line is still in use in Switzerland. This plant 
was formally opened on November 12th, 1898. The hydrostatic head was 265 feet. 
Two 1000 Kw generators were installed. In 1904 great expansion took place. The 
Ontario Hydro bought the plant in 1930 and built a new unit in 1941. From such small 
beginnings electric transmission networks spread out all over the civilized world. 


Construction Booming on the Welland 
Canal — 1916 


An Engineering Wonder of LUS say 


WATER POWER REPORT 
©F 1200 


"The water power created by 
the Welland Canal has been a main- 
stay since the original opening of the 
canal in 1829. This power is very 
considerable in amount. There are 
25 locks with twelve feet fall at each 
lock in the descent of the canal from 
the top of the Niagara Escarpment 
at Thorold to the level of the water of 
Lake Ontario at Port Dalhousie. Each lock thus creates a water privilege available 
to operate mills and manufactories. The water, after use at each privilege, passes to 
a level of the Canal below. In effect the same volume of water is capable of being 
used, and is actually used, twenty-five times in this distance — about eight miles. 
Since Lake Erie furnishes the water supply, being in fact the mill pond, it is at once 
perceived that the water privileges of the Welland Canal are unfailing. 


"Contrasted with water privileges on natural streams, the superior recommen- 
dations of the Welland Canal water privileges are these — the rental charged by the 
Canadian Government to the users of the Welland Canal water for power purposes, 
and for sites on Welland Canal lands for mills and manufactories, is nominal, — the 
mill owners and manufacturers are relieved from all expense upon dams, ponds, waste 
weirs, etc., ordinarily necessary for the development and maintenance of water power 
on natural streams — the water supply is unfailing — and lastly, there are no topo- 
graphical obstacles or difficulties to contend with. 


"Accordingly the water power created and available in St. Catharines and its 
neighbours, Port Dalhousie, Merritton and Thorold, from the locks, levels and hy- 
draulic races on the Welland Canal, has been instrumental to the establishment of 
many mills and manufactories inall the four places, and to the past and present stand- 
ingof this city especially, as an important manufacturing centre. 
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"There are in St. Catharines at the present time seventy industrial establish- 
ments of various kinds propelled either directly by power from the water wheels, or 
indirectly through the intervention of electricity. 


"Mention may be made in this place that at Port Dalhousie 1500 horse power 
is available for manufacturing purposes. The control of this potential water power is 
in the hands of the Village Municipal Corporation under a lease from the Canadian 
Government, recently granted. Out of this potential quantity of water power 500 
horsepower has been actually developed and sublet to the great India Rubber Manu- 
factory, knownas the Maple Leaf Rubber Company, Limited, established in the Vill- 
age. 

"At the close of the year 1899 the fact became known that all the available 
water privileges on the Welland Canal in St. Catharines were taken up by local man- 
ufacturers and that consequently the inducement of cheap and convenient water power 
could no longer be offered for the location of additional manufactories in this city. 
Citizens who had the future welfare of St. Catharines at heart realized the necessity 
of procuring additional water power from the Welland Canal for the operation of man- 
ufactories or depend upon steam power for the purpose in future. This board of Trade 
and the City Council took the subject up in January, 1900. After making enquiry, 
and viewing the Niagara escarpment south of St. Catharines, it was found that a very 
considerable additional volume of water could pass from Lake Erie forward in the sum- 
mit level of the Welland Canal without detriment to navigation. It was also found 
feasible ata very moderate expense to construct ahydraulic race from a suitable point 
of the Canal tothe brow of the Niagara escarpment, a short distance east of De Cew 
Fails, where a water power could be created with 270 feet fall to generate electri- 
city for power purposes at St. Catharines, at aless cost per horse power for the com- 
plete installation than in any other known case in Canada. 


"It was calculated that 6,000 cubic feet of water per minute, delivered on the 
best turbine wheels, would create 2,400 mechanical horse powers in the power house 
at that point. To further this enterprise the City Council procured the necessary leg- 
islation. Subsequently application was made to the Dominion Government for a lease 
of that volume of water from the Welland Canal to the Corporation of St. Catharines 
for this power installation. The above grant of water has been secured and steps are 
in progress to carry this important project into effect. 


"The low rates at which power can be supplied for use at St. Catharines give 
this city special recommendations to those manufacturers who may be seeking the best 
and most advantageous place to carry on their business. 


Present Day Power Station at 
De Cew, located on PelhamRd. 
north. 

Photo taken September 28, 1967 


ST. CATHARINES WATER WORKS 


Like all greatdevelopments, the St. Catharines Water Works began as an idea. 
[t hardened into fact largely through the efforts of a man named Henry Mittleberger, 
who moved to St. Catharines from Montreal in 1822. Construction of the first system 
began in 1846. It was completed about 1850. But the system of one hundred years 
ago isinsharp contrast with the famous Water Works of today. The water in that year 
was conducted through pine logs, bored out, from the Canal at Merritton to a reser- 
voir at Church Street near the King Street junction, whichis the highest point in the 
city. The supply was used chiefly for fire purposes. It was installed for less than 
$7,000. But the water could not be used for drinking purposes. The prime require- 
ment could not be met and the system failed. 


Five years later Thomas C. Keefer, C.E., reported on the estimated cost of 
a water supply from the Welland Canal near Thorold and in 1857 the Town Council 
secured passage of an Act by the Legislature of Upper Canada which authorized the 
construction of a water works. The expenditure was not to exceed $200,000. 


The importance of water loomed swiftly in 1858 when fire swept through the 
business section of the town. The people rebuilt their ravaged buildings with the re- 
solution that adequate fire protection would be a future barrier to suchbleak destruc- 
tion. In 1871 the Council attempted to put the Act into force, but opposition sprung 
from the claim that the water in the Welland Canal was not of good quality and that 
the supply would be cut off when the water was drawn out of the canal for repairs. 


To offset the failure of the attempt, storage tanks, constructed in various parts 
of the town below ground and fire engines and pumps temporarily allayed the fear of 
fire. But the town was growing and a growing town needs an adequate supply of pure 
water and a satisfactory method of sewage disposal . 


During World War 2, the underground water cisterns, which ranged in capa- 
city from 5,000 to 30,000 gallons, were located and four of them filled to provide 
water inthe event of the destruction of the Water Works System. The restored cisterns 
included a 30,000 gallon tank under the recently vacated Central Fire Hall on St. 
Paul Street; a 15,000 gallon cistern at St. Paul and Geneva Streets, a 15,000 gall- 
on tank at the corner of King and Court Streets and a 5,000 gallon cistern in the 
Court House Yard. 


A report by Thomas Monro, C.E., Resident Engineer of the Welland Canal, 
recommended a gravity system with reservoirs at De Cew Falls. It was adopted by 
council. In October a by-law was voted on and carried by the electors. 
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Aerial view of downtown St. Catharines, Martindale Trestle carried Street Cars 
showing the Glenridge fill area. The to Port Dalhouste. Trestle torn doun in 
Glenridge Bridge was taken down tin 1954-55 July of this year. 


BRIDGE HISTORY 


For many years, the travelling public journeyed between the City and the 
railroad station up and down hills on St. Paul Street West. Mr. W. B. Burgoyne, 
Editor of The Standard, who had a remarkable talent for visualizing the future needs 
of the City, for many years advocated through the columns of the paper and by other 
means, the construction ofa viaduct across the valley of the Twelve Mile Creek. For 
a long time, the public seemed to fear the expense of the undertaking but the good 
judgment of Mr. Burgoyne ultimately bore fruit. The right-of-way from the end of 
St. Paul Street was bought for $146,615.98. The steel for the bridge was fortunately 
bought before prices were driven up by the Great War. The bridge itself was con- 
structed for $160,575.23, most of the work being done by day labour. The first piles 
for the bridge were driven on January 9th, 1915 and the bridge was opened for traffic 
on December 18th, 1915. Asan honour to him who had conceived the idea of such 
a viaduct and who was the chief instrument in making it an accomplished fact, the 
City Council officially named it The Burgoyne Bridge. 


As the need for extension of the City Limits to the south increased, it became 
apparent that the beautiful section which is now known as "Glenridge", should be 
subdivided and made easily accessible. The question of apportioning the cost of the 
bridge from St. Paul Street to the new subdivision was debated for several months. 
It was agreed finally, that 40% of the cost should be assumed by the property in the 
Glenridge area, 40% by the area chiefly benefitting near the north end of the bridge, 
and 20% should be borne by the City at large. The bridge cost $114,112.38 and was 
opened for traffic early in 1915. 


In the years to follow, the City Fathers were aware of the need for changes. 
In the year 1955, a process by land fill was completed, to replace the once historic 


and scenic Glenridge Bridge. 
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Garden City Skyway looking towards Port Weller. Small bridge in 
foreground 1s the Homer Bridge awaiting passage of a laker. 


CITY PARKS 


It wasn't until 20 years after Confederation that St. Catharines acquired its 
first park —Montebello. It was a fine beginning to the city's parks systems. Monte- 
bello Park was purchased from the William Hamilton Merrit estate for $9,900. It 
contained 6 1/2 acres and gotits name from William Hamilton Merritt Jr., the origi- 
nal landowner. 


/ 


Mr. Merritt named it after asmall village in northern Italy called Monte Bello 
which means beautiful mountain. He stayed at this village for some time while tra- 
velling abroad. 


When he returned to St. Catharines, Mr. Merritt planned to build a home on 
the site, but became ill before it could be completed. 
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Montebello Park in the early stages. The Park as seen today. 


5A 


He died and his successors moved the building materials to the site of Rodman 
Hall and they were used for that residence. The foundation for the original home had 
been completed and it was used for the large pavilion which still stands in Montebello 


Park. 


A survey showed that Montebello Park, the Thomas Street Grounds, as yet un- 
developed, and Cameron Park, purchased in 1918, represented the city's park system. 


Oakhill Park, a four acre site, was added in 1923 and in 1924 both Kerna— 


han and Bartlett Park came in the system. St. Catharines was beginning to live up 
to its name of "The Garden City". 


"Clean-up by the Girl's Sports Club - 1920" On completion of a community project - 
The start of Oakhill Rock Garden. a beautiful addition to the Garden City. 


Gradually, the board found an increasing demand for more facilities with the 
upswing in the popularity of sports in the city. 


This resulted inthe establishment of the Haig Bowl for lacrosse and the base- 
ball diamond and bleachers at the adjacent Thomas Street grounds. 


For many years the idea of an arena had been discussed and the dream was 


finally realized in 1938 when a group of men undertook to raise funds to finance an 
arena. 


Rose Garden at Montebello Park Rodman Hall (Arts Center) 
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Centennial Gardens 


1967 
In the background 
you can StLLL see 
the original route 
of the first Well- 
and Canal. 


The Parks Board now maintains 40 parks with an area of 308 acres. 


It takes a full-time staff of 29, including administrative personnel, and an 
additional staff of 36 in the summer to do this work. 


The Centennial Gardens will be turned over to the parks and recreation com- 


mission and the city will add the 30-acre Plant Pathology Station on Niagara Street 
to its parks system. 


The result was the Garden City Arena which continues to serve the winter 
sports needs of the city. Recently, the Rex Stimers Memorial Arena was constructed 
alongside the Garden City Arena to provide more room for hockey and skating. 


Typifying the Beauty of 
the St. Catharines area 
ts the Home of H.Tomarin 
De. Cou batts. 


Beautifully landscaped 
Homes and Gardens have 


made St. Catharines 
truly the Garden City 
of Canada. 


THE CITY MARKET 


Practically all that remains of the old-time market is the town hall. Yearly 
the open air market slips in size and importance. A number of today's vendors are 
retailers and much of the produce sold during the three days' operation is bought in 
bulk from outside growers. 


A pale blue document dated July 21, 1848 reads... "Premium for plan of town 
hall and market," and opposite is the figure £15. 
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Toun Market Square in the late 1800's 


A year later the building known as the county building was erected by a Mr. 
Barron as a town hall. 


One can visualize the town hall as it was in those early days. A scene of 
spectacle, gaiety and activity, the covered stands to the left of the town hall surr- 
ounded by women shoppers haggling over the price of meat and chickens, while up- 
stairs in the building town officials were trying to work in stifling offices or attempt- 
ing to keep out the cold of a southern Ontario winter. 


The open air market has always been devoid of shelter, apart from six or seven 
canvas awnings over the meat stalls to shield them from the sun. 


Many of the vehicles and wagons arriving in the market in the early days had 
travelled from places like Smithville, Wellandport and Silverdale. 


They would set out at 2.a.m. in many cases having loaded their vehicles the 
day before. Butchers would have killed and dressed their pigs, sheep and lambs ready 
for sale by the quarter or carcase. 


By 5:30 a.m. the market square would be filling rapidly and roads into the 
town would be vibrating under the rumble of car wheels as more made their entry. 


Selling started immediately, many working on the principle that as soon as 
their stall was empty they could start on the homeward journey. 


By 4:30 p.m. the site was clear. 


Wally Walker, one of the present-day occupiers of a stall, recalls having 
counted 756 vehicles on the site before the turn of the century. 
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Of these, 146 were selling firewood and up to 60 were loaded with corn and 
hay. The remainder were selling home grown produce. 


Of more recent memory to local residents is the building which housed the 
market weigh scales. Erected in 1888 it could handle anything from a spring pullet 
to a 23-ton tank of diesel fuel. 


By 1953, the location of the scales was causing an acute bottleneck during 
"rush hour". No longera paying proposition for the trickle of business they were torn 
down. 

The weighing of hay alone had gradually diminished and it had become a rare 
occurence for one load a week to be brought in. 


By 1925 the wealthy among the county growers came to the market in cumber- 
some autos although by far the greatest number were still relying upon horse-drawn 
vehicles for transportation. | 


An estimate of the number of stall holders at this time is difficult through lack 
of records but 230 has been suggested as a fairly accurate figure. 


One thing is certain, the market had begun to decline from the halcyon days 
of the 80's and 90's. 
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By 1941 the number had declined still further to an estimated 140. 


The removal of wood and hay alone emptied the market space a great deal. 
Even more noticeable in some eyes than the decline in the number of stalls, is the 
drop in the number of people who use the market as a meeting place. The market has 
slipped in size and importance but still it lingers on. Chain store domination and the 
hostility of city council, in the eyes of today's users, have contributed greatly to its 
demise. 


In the old days small grocers 
used to buy their produce from the 
stall holders. Now the chain stores 
are buying through their central 
offices. | 

The market today is known 
chiefly as the city's busiest parking 
lot. 
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TEMPERATURE DEG. F 


ST. CATHARINES WEATHER HISTORY 


A study of Dominion Government reports shows average weather over the years 
for comparison with our present weather and for comparison with weather of other ci- 
ties. It is readily seen what weather advantages St. Catharines has over many other 
cities. Graphs show this exactly. 


If the vertical scale indicates like a thermometer the average heat for say 
January, and the horizontal scale indicates from left to right the average precipita- 
tion in inches for the same time, one point can indicate both. Another point can in-= 
dicate the same for February and so on for the whole year. These points when joined 
together form a closed figure called a Hythergraph. Each city's is different. One 
can choose a city with his ideal weather in which to live. 


Here are hythergraphs for St. Catharines and Winnipeg for comparison. It is 
noticeable that St. Catharines is neither too hot nor too cold; it is neither too wet 
nor too dry. These averages are the same for the last fifty years. St. Catharines 
started as a health spa. It has good reason to continue to grow as such indefinitely . 
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As can be seen by this weather chart St. Catharines still remains as 
one of Canada's leading locations for year round comfort. 


6] 


LD). of Niagara. 
: a oa as ali 


a 55 or uouagyey, 2 
es uN 
eh 


“i venoy | Ne \Gined 
fete ‘O fs: 
Z ON = 


TALY LEW Ora 
F f \eeiganans 949 ae PETS 
oi SUM 08D 3S 20S il 

. WS 


OFA HE visM. 


ad 


Ft Secu 


MaIaG OU EET 
ested gvmeroelis 


1 


Sames 


SFE Enmett 


eee 


ae 


\ % DMapS peel amt 
A m8 CES Un SY] Seapine? a T\BA | Ssarr su 
\ Ba : ; oD 


WA = SAYS HY 


A 


Ss 
\\\ sea | : 


i 


TPL WHTOTS J SS cers ee 
Xe) Pee = icy) =~ \ : NY \ || ua qog 


4 eek \ 
Nea LA Cars \ an Neus) 
€ 


“\ weit \ IVS ¥ \ = a LA an : \ : 4 aa 
\ ; 3 5 NUM E78 ox Oy an 


< \\ Sy hospyeu, -\ 


Uys, 


eA e Ss OC | TNE 
: WO \ es \ 
ae ggg su 
= "4 fe sty Ou \ 
IL \ HIM TL \ Gee \ 
z S \ ott of \ 


e 


\ 


ian currency was changed from pounds 


62 


1858 was when the Canad 
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January Ist 


to dollars. 


RAILWAY and TRANSPORTATION 


Railways, as well as the canal, have played a major part in our history. St. 
Catharines was the first community in North America to employ electric trolleys for 


municipal travel. Prior to the local rail lines, the area enjoyed a highly efficient 
system of stage coaches. 


In 1846, one year after St. Catharines was incorporated asa town, the Toronto 
Gazeteer wrote: "Stages pass through the towndaily during the winter from Hamilton 
to Queenston and Niagara, and to Fort Erie; in summer, daily to Chippawa and to 
Niagara, to meet the boats to and from Hamilton, and Toronto, and Buffalo". 


The St. Catharines Street Railway Company was incorporated December 21, 
1874. That company proved to be the nucleus of the Niagara, St. Catharines and 
Toronto Railway, the dominant company for many years in St. Catharines! municipal 
transit. 


SE. Catharine. Ss 
First Horse 
Drawn Street 
Car 


In 1879 an agreement between the railway and the town authorized the con- 
struction and operation of arailway on city streets. On November Ist the service was 


inaugurated with horse drawn street cars. 


The first trip to Thorold was made on April 18th, 1882, after the company's 
name was changed to St. Catharines, Merritton and Thorold Street Railway Company. 
The trip was made with a horse drawn car seating 12 people. 


Electric transportation came to North America on June 29, 1887. Business 
on the line increased 35 per cent shortly after the change-over and they found that 
five electric cars did as much work as eight horse drawn cars. The trip to Thorold 


was approximately six miles. 
A line was opened to Port Dalhousie on March 25th, 1893. 


Transportation on a larger scale in the area was undertaken in 1881 by the St. 


Catharines and Niagara Central Railway Company. Their company operated steam 
locomotives ona 12.35 mile track officially opened December 20th, 1888. 


Service was extended to Welland and Port Colborne in 1911 but operations 
changed little until 1929 when the first buses were placed on local runs. 
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The Welland Railway was builtin 1853 between Port Dalhousie and Port Col- 


borne because some ships were able to carry larger cargoes than would permit their 
passage through the canal. 


Those ships that were too heavy would be "lightened" before they could pass 
through the waterway. The excess cargo, usually grain, would be carried to the end 
of the canal on the Welland Railway and reloaded onto the ships. 


Open Sided Street Car, Scrapped in 1921. 


Joining St. Catharines with other Ontario points after 1854 was the Great 
Western Railway. That company opened a line between the suspension bridge over 
the Niagara River to Windsor by way of St. Catharines, Hamilton and London in that 
year. The Great Western expanded through most of western Ontario until 1882 when 
it was absorbed by the Grand Trunk Railway. 


The name Western Hill, often applied to West St. Catharines, was originally 
Great Western Hill. Thatname was given to the west end because in the years before 
the construction of the Burgoyne Bridge across the Twelve Mile Creek it was necessary 
to climb the hill on the west bank when going tothe Great Western Railway Station. 


The small street between St. Paul Street and the Canadian National Railway 
station is still called Great Western Road. 


An old Steam 
Engine, that 
buffed many a 
Wal eta Loge 
Local tracks 
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Locomotive 
Number One 


Dismantled 
1918 - 1919 
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The "Garden City" of St. Catharines, a pleasure boat that used 
to travel up the old canal via Port Dalhousie before the Dal - 
housie City and Northumberland came to the area. 


Port Dalhousie 1945 


Showing the Northumberland at 
Dock. The Auto Rail in the 
middle -— which was disbanded 
in that year — along with the 
mighty streetcar. 


65 


THE ST, CATHARINES GENERAL HOSPITAL 


This hospital was established in 1865 — two years before Confederation — in 
a home on Cherry Street with four beds for patients. In 1867, it moved to a building 
on Hainer Street andin 1870, to its present location on Queenston Street. Since then 
there have been seven major expansions to bring present capacity to 497 beds and 40 
bassinets. 


The first expansion was in 1896, when a wing was added providing patient 
accommodation, operating and emergency room facilities. This wing was demolished 
in 1952 to make way for the Norris Clinical Building, one of the first psychiatric 
units in Ontario to provide "General Hospital" service. In 1911, the wing now known 
as the McSloy Wing was opened. Another wing, later tobe known as the Moore Wing, 
was built in 1929 and was extended in 1945. The Mills Wing was added in 1952 and 
the Community Wing in 1963. 


The Mack Training School for Nurses, founded in 1874, is the oldest school 
for nurses in Canada established under the Florence Nightingale system. It will be 


the centre for the new regional school of nursing which enrolls its first students this 
year, in the fall of 1967. 


The Niagara Peninsula Sanatorium, St. Catharines 
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THE NIAGARA PENINSULA SANATORIUM 


The original Sanatorium in St. Catharines was opened in 1909. This Institu- 
tion was initially known as the St. Catharines Consumptive Sanatorium. Its origin 
was made possible through a generous donation by Colonel R. W. Leonard. There 
were 20 beds available, chiefly for the care of far advanced cases of Tuberculosis 
from the St. Catharines area. 


In 1947 an extension of the Institution to the west provided another 45 beds, 
and an additional 22 beds, with a workshop was constructed in 1955. When anti- 
tuberculosis drug treatment made it possible to discharge patients much earlier, there 
were empty beds available, which have now been employed in the treatment of cases 
of non-tuberculosis chest disease. In addition there have been a limited number of 
chronic patients admitted. 


The Sanatorium now has a bed capacity of 167 for the care of patients. 
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HOTEL DIEU HOSPITAL 


Hotel Dieu Hospital isa general hospital owned and operated by the Religious 
Hospitallers of St. Joseph. Officially opened on October 4, 1948, the original Hotel 
Dieu Hospital in St. Catharines was a small maternity hospital with 29 beds and 30 
bassinets, located at 168 Ontario Street in a large residence which has since been 
converted to a Medical Arts Building. 


In 1953, the first section of the present hospital, providing general services, 
was officially opened. The bed capacity was 125 beds, with 42 infant bassinets. It 
soon became evident that additional beds were badly needed. This need was met when 
the new wingof the hospital was officially opened in January, 1962, bringing the bed 
capacity up to 318 beds, plus 42 bassinets. There are medical, surgical, obstetrical 
and paediatric services. Geriatric and psychiatric specialties are not segregated. 
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LINCOLN COUNTY 


The first settlers of the county came from the New England colonies directly 
after the colonies revolted from the British Empire in 1783. The settlers included dis- 
banded Butler's Rangers and other United Empire Loyalists whose property had been 
confiscated by the revolting colonists. 


Lincoln County received its name from Lt. Col. John Graves Simcoe when he 
came here in 1792 as the first Lt. Governor of Upper Canada. Simcoe chose the name 
from Lincolnshire, England and then proceeded to name the Townships within Lincoln 
County after similar places in England, e.g., Louth, Grantham, Caistor, Grimsby. 


Originally the capital of Upper Canada was at Newark, now Niagara-on-the- 
Lake, but it was soon removed to York (Toronto). Newark remained as the County 
Seat, however, until 1862, even after Lincoln County was divided into the two coun- 
ties of Lincoln and Welland in 1856. 


In 1793, the government of Upper Canada gave municipalities the right to 
collect taxes and spend the money on local improvements. The first land tax was in 
the amount of six-pence an acre. In 1841, the Municipal Act created district coun- 
cils which were given authority to make by-laws regarding roads, bridges, public 
buildings and the support of schools. This same act established county's responsibility 
to defray administration of justice costs. 


Lincoln County Jail, Niagara Street, 
St. Catharines 


Built in 1864 by a Scotsman, John 
brown of Thorold. The building is 
to be replaced by a modern county 
Jatl very shortly. 


These areas of responsibility are still the basic fields in which county councils 
operate today. Some refinements have been made. One example is that major traffic 
arteries leading to St. Catharines are nowa responsibility of a joint city-county sub- 
urban roads commission. 


The circumstances leading up to the removal of the County Seat from the Town 
of Niagara to St. Catharines, were not entirely pleasant. The agitation for the change 
probably originated with those members of the Lincoln County Council who lived in 
the western part of the county. They wanted a more central location. Naturally, 
Niagara strove to retain the place of meeting. A campaign was conducted in which 
both sides of the case were laid before the electors. Finally, when the vote was ta- 
ken, it was found that the majority was in favour of the change. 


And so it came about that the former Town Hall of the Town of St. Catharines became 
what we today know as the County Buildings. 


The County Jail on Niagara Street in the City of St. Catharines was built in 
1864. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 


Present Police Chief of St. 
Catharines, Albert Shennan 


Imagine a police force with no guns, no cars, no fingerprint equipment, no 
uniforms, no billy clubs, no handcuffs, no radio communications. 


One might say that this wouldn't be much of apolice force, that could never 
have existed. Yet in 1867, such a poorly equipped department effectively patrolled 
St. Catharines. 


In fact it wasn't until the beginning of this century that police began getting 
the type of equipment so necessary to law enforcement today. In 1856, when the 
city's first department was formed, the four men appointed to it had to supply their 
own uniforms and caps. No other equipment was mentioned. 


By the 1890's, police constables were carrying billy clubs and were probably 
issued with uniforms and caps. No numbered badges. 


In 1909 we have a written record of what a policeman's equipment consisted 
of. A new recruit was issuedabook of instructions on how he could conduct himself. 
He was also furnished with a book of by-laws. 


The well-equipped officer carried a pair of Peerless handcuffs, a wooden 
billy, then calledabaton, awhistle and chain, keys for the handcuffs anda numbered 
metal badge. 


Police Constables 


Peter Birtles 
Brian Bunting 


Modern New 
Police Station 
and Magistrate's 


Courts 
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Guns didn't come along until August 17, 1909, when members of the depart- 
ment were issued with pistols, belts and holsters. 


It wasn't until 1924 that police in this city had a police car. Prior to that, 
there were two bicycles in use. The police car was followed in 1929 by the city's 
first patrol wagon. 


Fingerprinting and photographic equipment, so vital to crime detection and 
law enforcement today, did not come to St. Catharines until 1938. 


Radio communications, too, were a long time coming. The first two cars 
equipped with three-way radios were bought in 1944. 


It was the amalgamation of the city in 1961 that brought about many changes 
in police procedure and equipment. Communications had to be arranged, since Mer- 
ritton, Grantham and city cruisers all had different radio frequencies. 


Finally, in March 1965, St. Catharines police moved into the jet age of 
crime fighting whena Telex system was installed, providing immediate communication 
with law enforcement agencies in 23 other Ontario municipalities and 17 OPP district 
headquarters throughout the province. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Fire Chief 
Willtam Bannan 


The years between completion of the water works and the 1858 fire were among 
the most colourful in the history of fire fighting in St. Catharines. It was the time of 
the volunteer brigade, the frantic race to the scene of the blaze, charges of incom- 
petence against the fire companies by town council. 


On January 13, 1859, six stores on St. Paul Street went up in flames. Dam- 


age was estimated at $30,000. The Rescue Fire Company wasn't much help. They 
stood around and watched the buildings burn for over an hour while mechanics "tinkered 


with the engine" trying to get it working. 


Three weeks later, a disastrous fire destroyed a city landmark, the St. Cath- 
arines House, and the surrounding block of buildings. The building was the original 
home of the William Hamilton Merritt family, and was sold for a hotel in 1827. It 
was situated approximately where St. Paul Street meets the Burgoyne Bridge now. 


On March 3, 1870, the antiquated and insufficient water supply made itself 
in 


felt whena row of stores on St. Paul Street between Helliwell's Lane and Queen Street 
burned to the ground. 


In 1870, the department went modern. Into its main fire hall on St. Paul 
Street came two steam engines, the latest equipment of the day. The big steamers 
were a major advance for city fire fighters. No longer would they have to drag their 
pumpers to a fire as with the hand-engines. Horses took over. 


Most important of all, the steam-powered engine could pump water faster and 
throw it farther than the men could do withahand-engine. All in all, the new equip- 
ment meant the firemen could expend more energy fighting a fire and less getting to 
ie 


In 1943 its strength was 42 men. New equipment was brought in to replace 
the old. 


In 1950, the old St. Paul Street fire hall was torn down and the department 
moved into its present headquarters on Geneva Street. Department strength had not 
changed much since 1943 — there were 45 paid members — but big strides had been 
taken in communications. 


For the first time, radio communication between headquarters and department 
vehicles was possible with the introduction of mobile radio sets. The new head- 
quarters had a radio and alarm room, hooked into a system of 98 alarm boxes across 
the city. 


Since the new hall opened, there have been dramatic changes in the depart- 
ment. Chief L. Arthur Burch stepped down in 1962 after 42 years with the department 
— 21 of them asits chief. William Bannan took over and is the present commander of 
the force. 


The biggest change is in the manpower situation. In the past 17 years, the 
department has increased its strength 2 1/2 times. There are now 112 personnel in- 
cluding five dispatchers, one master mechanic, a four-man fire prevention office and 
an office secretary, Mrs. Elsie Chaffe. 


ED YOUNGBLUT, RON ALLEN, JOHN CERMINARA, BILL WATSON, JOE FENTON 
DAVE MITCHELL, Capt.G. FORAN, Lt.B. VALENTINE, MATT CIESLA, GARY 
PARKINS, KEN AGNEW, BOB GILL, BILL HAY, FRED SHALE. 
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There are now five fire halls around the city — The central hall on Geneva 
Street; the Linwell Road hall; the Pelham Road hall; and two halls in Merritton and 
Port Dalhousie staffed by volunteers. 


The volunteer departments in Merritton and Port Dalhousie were maintained 
and have a present membership of 28 and 34 men respectively. 


Citizen's Hose Co. pose 
FOr picture in. 1877, 


Old Fire Hall 


corner of St. Paul 
and Chestnut Streets 


This frre hall was 
build in Confedera- 
tion year - 1867 


This present location 
1s now used as a park- 
ing lot. 


73 


ST.CATHARINES 
CHURCHES 


St.Georgés Anglican Church 
Church Street 


In the year of Confederation, there were eight churches within the boundar- 
ies of St. Catharines. By then the population was approaching the 10,000 mark. Most 
of these churches had been established, however, well before the incorporation of the 
town in 1845. Further rapid growth in the number of churches came in the next de- 
cade also. 


In 1867 St. George's Church and St. Paul Street Church were the oldest 
and the largest, as they are now. St. George's was the first English church estab- 
lished in the town, sometimes called the Episcopal church, for the term Church of 
England did not come into use until much later, then more recently, Anglican Church 
in Canada. 


St. Paul Street Church from 1816 was knownas the Mother Church of Methodism 
and was part of the St. Catharines circuit of Thorold, Allanburgh (as it was spelled 
then) and Decows (also the spelling of thatday). There was also the First Presbyterian 
Church dating from 1834, the Baptist Church on Queen Street and Knox Presbyterian 
Church in its present location on what was then called Academy Street, now Church 


Knox Presbyterian Church 
Church Street 
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Cathedral of St.Catherine of Alexandra St. Cyril and Methodius 


was the Zion Baptist, 1863, and the British Methodist Episcopal Church, dating from 
1855. In the immediate area there was the Presbyterian Church in Port Dalhousie, 
builtin 1852. Alsoin Port Dalhousie, St. John's Church, built in 1834, another Eng- 
lish Church or Episcopal. Both terms of reference seem to have been used. St. James 
in Louth, another English church was built in 1851. In Thorold there was St. John 
the Evangelist, built in 1853. 


Beaverdams had a little Methodist Church, built in 1832, and of course, old 
St. Mark's in Niagara-on-the-Lake, then as now the oldest church in the district, 
and St. Andrew's nearly as old. 


St. Paul Street United Church was formed first as Methodist. As a large brick 
structure, the church was built in 1861. 


In January 1873, a lot on Welland Avenue owned by John Scott, was bought 
for $400, for the new church there. First United Church was then called First Pres- 
byterian, built in 1834. Knox Presbyterian Church had come into being in 1841. The 
Scots in the First Knox congregation were not satisfied with the way the American 
Presbytery dispensed the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. It remained apart from the 
1925 union, of Methodists, Presbyterians and Congregationalists. 


Queen St. Baptist Church 
Queen Street 


St. Paul Street United Church 


St. John's Church in Port Dalhousie was founded in 1834. St. James, Louth, 
also grew out of St. George's, in 1841. It started in the Orange Hall, then moved 
into a school for services, then finally had its own church building. 


Queen Street Baptist Church was formed in May 1833 with 22 charter mem- 
bers. Zion Baptist Church, 82 Geneva Street was built in 1863 by Negro slaves who 
escaped from the United States to Canada. It had been founded by Anthony Burns in 
1862, with a congregation of 300, mostly farmers and gardeners. 


The BME Church on Geneva Street is the original log structure built in 1855, 
of walnut trees, with a stone foundation. Wooden pegs and square nails were used 
and can still be seen. It had a membership of 195, and is 40 feet by 90 feet, seating 
250. Rev. Richard Ball and Rev. James Harper, names still on the church roster, were 
two of the first pastors. 


St. Catharines seems to have beena city of spires then as itis now. There are 
35 churches here now, grown from the eight in the city 100 years ago. 


BoM ob. -Churen. 
Geneva Street. 
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PATRON'S DIRECTORY OF 


5) ene Aa EA Er TN Ss. 


GIVING NAMES OF THE PRINCIPAL PROFESSIONAL AND BUSINESS MEN 


\S1S 


Date of ee FS 
NAME. LOCATION. See: NATIVITY. |P.0. Address. BUSINESS. 
Andrews, Win....,|St Paul street......| 1836 |Canada .....|St.Cath’rns.|Hatter and Furrier 
mpell, Robt, L....,icenter ‘street ..ccex | 1952.) dO. ss do Machinist 
Arnold, C. M......|Toronto.. ... Splat se 3g Aer ace do Manager Imperial Bank of Canada 
mulan. U7. B.. & Co. .iSt.. Catharines. ce. .ae~ stein) eee, sm os 4 do City Planing Mills and Lumber Yard 
Bullivant, Thomas.|92 King street .....].... .|Canada . eons do Vessel Owner 
Brown (& Brown, ..|Ontario» streets 290 |< «cael ne es ese cteale do Barristers 
Ball, M. A. ..|St. Paul street.....| 1846 |Canada ... do Solicitor 
Ball, Geotwi. dO.” tale 184051) Go, “Sass do Deputy Co. Treasurer 
Benson, Chas. I....|Ontario street..... 18315) OO sase.s do Barrister 
Benson, Wm. T....|St Paul street...... Tetum dO! &, iA. do City Bank of Montreal 
Bodwell, E. V..... d0eg@inc seas. PEA p GO. ry als do Supt. Welland Canal Office 
Darr, Wy. wees: St Paul & Wm. str’ts| 1834 |Scotland .... do Dealer in Dry Goods and Millinery 
Burrow,Chatfield Co.|St Paul street......| 1863 | ...... 2... do team and Gas Fitters 
Bigger, James §..../King street.. 1870 |Ontario.... do Grocer and Provision Dealer 
Butler, Allen & Co. \Cor Church & Niag'r ROIS 1eaN oni cots 63 662 do Manufacturer of Sash, Doors and Blinds 
Ball, Richard..,... |St Paul street. 1845 |Canada do Barber 
Baby, 1S a ak ae EO aor icn ores Cee GOR Ps do Proprietor Cairnes House 
Bissonnette, L..... 70 St. Paul street. . TSZOeN Or a’. cas do Dry and Fancy Goods and Clothing 
Currie & Hamilton. |Queen street. ......|...0+. Bete ees. ve do Barristers 
Crombie, D. B.....|St Paul street......| 1869 |Canada ..... do Bank 
Copeland, W. L.... do eso Leoor ireland <5 .%.% do Post Master 
Craig, Wim ss... ore dow) eta = 1869 |Scotland . do Photographer 
Carlisle, Henry..... Ontario street..... 1837 |England .... do Dry Goods Merchant 
Crichton, Alex.....|St Paul street...... 1857 |Scotland .. do Real Estate and Insurance Agent 
Cummings, John D \James street. ...... 1871 Ontario... do Tonsorial Artist 
amp UAC rey seca: 25 Green street.....| 1848 | do .. do Insurance 
Collier, R..... .. |St. Catharines.....| 1827 |New York. . do Assistant Superintendent Canal 
Collard, L. H......|7 Ontario street....| 1837 |Canada ..... do Banker and U. S. Consul 
Gathline <2... ...| Merritton ©. ose. Ta Or Bes ye Merritton. .|Grocer 
Chapman, C,...... Niagara street,.... 1858 |England ....|St.Cath’rns.|Painter and Glazier 
Chambers,S. W....|St Paul street..... 1869 |Ontario..... do Hardware 
Cook, Adam....... Phelps street...... 1854 |Canada ..... do 
Douglas, James....|5 St Paul street .. | 1845 |Scotland... do Jeweller and Mayor 
Dolson, Samuel G..|Church street... .. 1828 |Ontario..... do Contractor and Builder 
Douglas, James J..)St Paul street..,...| 1857, do ..... do Hardware (Estate of C. Douglas) 
ON Xs eed nS § Cees Geen do eect SOs UdO: wat 5 do Jeweller 
MOV r eM lace cers.s,: 4 Lake street...... 1867 |New York.. do Master Builder [cal Instruments. 


Eckhard & Pope. {61 St Paul street...| 1872 
Fitzsimmons, T, H.|55 St. Paul street...} 1871 


Groves, John...... Lake Avenue......| 1865 
Gardiner, Edward..|St Pau! street ..... 1842 
Gurney & Cole ....|James street.......| 1874 
Gander, James.....|Merritton..... .. | 1866 
Gwinner & Smith..|St Paul street...... 1874 


Grote, John W..../113 do veiede ee] 1800 
Gaitsheer,B ......|/Walnut street.....| 1873 
Howse, Richard,... |St Paul street......| 1850 


Henderson, J...... GOs aioe aa 1874 
Hayman, Michael..|51 do ns) EE 
Higgins, Eli....... eatee ease Fate hooes 
Jones & Webster.. do sree ci LOL 
UME C6 eH, A. casos ‘led do os ook | 1850 
Journal Printing Co. do pa eweter Oot 


Can, &N. York do Insurance & Loan Ag’ts, Dealers in Musi- 
Ireland .....|St.Cath’rns.) Watchmaker and Jeweler 
England ,.../St.Cath’rns.|Contractor and Builder 


dos a3. do General Land Surveyor 
cwewen ae do St. Catharines Marble Works 
Wales . weeeee |Merritton..|Grocer 
Sara nt onion St.Cath’rns.|Merchant Tailors [&e. 
Canada ..... do Ag’t White Star Line Ste’m’rs, Insurance, 


New York...|Merritton..|Sawyer and Bending Dept. 
Ontario .....|St.Cath’rns|City Stove Store 


ri lof en do Manager Bank of Toronto 
Germany.... do Clothier 
Canada ..... do Contractor and Builder 
Loring ee areets do Dentists 
Canada ..... do Grocer 
AAO eters do Publishers of Journal 


GRAN TH AM 


Date o 
Settle-| NATIVITY. |P.O Address. 


—_—_____.. 


NAME. LOCATION BUSINESS. 
ment. his 

Boyle, Horatio. .... Con, 1 Lot 17| 1835 |Canada. ....|Pt.Dalhou'e|/ Farmer 

Berryman, Johu....|Queenston Road....| 1825 |Ireland..... |St. Cath’rns|Contractor 

Bessey, James H... |Con. 7 Otel ee Canada....... do Farmer, Tp. Clerk and Treasurer 
Boyle, S. R...... Er Mee, 19] 1850 | do do do 

Bradley, Wm.......| “ 7 “  -]) 1867 |England ....|Homer....| do 

Bingham. ‘Thos.... “ 616) 1873 | do St. Cath’rns|Gardener 

Brown, Thos....... Omer aries tetas e 1869 |United States. Homer .. |Hotel Prop. and Horse Dealer 
Bullivant, Frank.. |Con. 3 Lot 16} 1845 |Canada. ....|St. Cath’rns|Fruit Grower and Vessel Owner 
Cooke, Wm.........|Port Dalhousie. ...| 1847 |Ireland. .... Pt.Dalhou’e|Harbor Master and Asst. Collector 
Cooke, Angus, J. P..|Con. 2 Lot 12] 1835 |Scotland.,...|St, Cath’rns|Retired 

Cameron, Joseph. ../St. Catharines...... 1858 do do Superintendent Cemetery 
Carnochan, A. R..../Qneenston Road....| 1873 |Canada,..... do Carpenter and Joiner 
Crysler, Leonard...|Con. 7 Lot 6)... <. do Homer....|Farmer 

Camp, Geo. A..... B.F, “¢ 2) 1866 |United StatesiSt. Cath’rns|} do 

Chace, Edwin....../Con. 6 “21; 1839 |Canada.....- | do Contractor and Builder 
Clendennan, Nelson.| “ 6 “¢ 23) 1809 | do do Farmer 

Chappel, Robert....,DeCew Falls.......; 1832 England..... ! do Millwright and Machinist 
Clark, James.......|Grantham....... ...| 1836 |Canada do Collector Customs 
Denaldson, C.,J. P.|Con. 1 Lot 3/ 1811 | do do Farmer 

Fairbairn e108... s<..scleass se cece? 1873 |England.,.. |Homer....| do 

Goring, John C..... Con, 7 Lot 2) 1849 do do do 

Grundy, Oswald....| “ 5 Sona G Wee Wat do St. Cath’rns| do 

Gibson, Geo.......| “ 3 She Oliate crates do do Provincial Land Surveyor 
Gates, James....... 12 2) 1853 |Ireland..... do Farmer 

Hutchison, Wm....|Port Dalhousie.....| 1872 |Canada...... Pt.Dalhou’e| Dealer in Wood and Coal 
Hiscott, Edward....|Con. 3 Lot 5} 1828 | do St. Cath'rns|"armer 

Hull sAVGe oases 0 “6 22) 1873 |United States do Foreman in Welland Vale Works 
Julian, Humphry. ..|Port Dalhousie.... | 1847 |England..,. |Pt.Dalhou’e| “ i : 
Junkin, James. ....|Con. 3 Lot 13} 1820 |Ireland....,.|/St. Cath’rns| “ Ww a 
Jones, Joseph M....} “ 7 CEM Lys ee Canada. ..... do Groceries, Wines, Liquors, etc 
Julian, Frederick J.|} “ 1 OT STA Go Pt Dalhou’e|Farmer 

Ker; Edgarscaast ine: eee! “ 11; 1874 | do St. Cath’rns} do 

Keyes, Thomas.....| “ 1 «4/1849 | do do G.8. L. 0. A.B. A. 

Lawrie, John....... |Port Dalhousie.....| 1837 |Scotland...,,|Pt.Dalhou’e|Prop. Port Dalhousie Mills 
‘Long, Richard. ....|Port Dalhousie. .... 1867 |Ireland.. ..|Pt Dalhou’e|/Prop. Wood House 
Lambert, John.... |Con. 7 Lot 3) ue Kanada..... |Homer....|Farmer 

Lampman, John ...| “ 10 at) Wacol eens do do Retired 

Muir, Capt. Bryce..| “ 1 13) 1864 |Scotland..... St. Cath’rns| Vessel Owner 

McCombs, Timothy.| “ 9 “ 16) 1815 |Canada.... do Farmer 

Mann, Moses....... Sas 10) 1836 | do do do 

McCombs, John....| “ 9 “ 16) 1836 | do do do 

McBride, James. .. | “ 7 1859 | do Homer....| do 

McMullen, James...| “ 2 3}: 1865 | do St. Cath’rns|Carpenter and Builder 
Nihan, Thomas. . ste 4 Leon eae do Farmer and Deputy Reeve 
Nihan; “Patrick. 2.0) G07 03 i WA este: do do Farmer and Stock Raiser 
O’Connor, Andrew..| “ 9 “ 13] 1835 |Ireland....../Merritton..|Farmer 

\Parnall, Wm. E....| “ 2 “ 16] 1801 |Canada....../St.Cath’ms| do 

Parnall, John N....| “ 1 “ 15) 1830 | do do do 

Pay, Albert), ceccc con .0 “ 21) 1852 | do do Gardener 

Pawling, Nathan...|Port Dalhousie.... | 1798 | do Pt.Dalhou’e Retired Merchant 

Reed & McLaren...)Con. 4 Lot 12) ee do do Market Gardeners 
Richardzon, John...| “ 17 “ 9) 1831 ,United States do Farmer 

Reynolds, B. F..... ao “ 23) 1834 |New York... do Miller 

Stull, James...... “9 ie lee Canada......|Homer....|Farmer 

Secord, Jas.R. R...f “ 9 sr 2B beia'e cine loo secponimeiee ties vei seen de 

Secord, Wm. E..... ‘Ss “¢2) 1797 |Canada......{Homer... | do 

Secord, John.......| “ 4 “ 10) 1819 | do St.Cath’rns} do 

Secord, 0: Da..... Gina, “ 18] 1847 | do do do 

Servos, Wm. B..... eee “ 4} 1820 | do do do 

Stokes, Geo. H..... aie “ 14) 1850 |England..... do do 

Traver, LEWIS;.6.6. |e “ 1]) 1817 |New York... do do 

Thompson, Samuel.| “ 4 8] 1870 |Ireland...... do do 

\Thompson,C. W...| “ 3 “1; 1840 |Canada...... do do 

Thompson, Wm....| “ 1 «“ 2] 1863 |England..... do do 

Vanderlip, Geo. W..| “ 7 ioe Wits 6 Cacada...... do Prop. Crysta! Springs Hotel 
Vine, James, sr.....| “ § “ 23) 1861 |England..... do Butcher and Farmer 
Walsh, John.......| “ 4 2}: 1840 | anada.,.... do Farmer 

Wilson, Geo. B..... eek) « -9| 1835 | do Merritton..| do 
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ROAD COUPA ART art 


A AT WELLAND VALLEY. ‘ 


Double wean (once through, aoe 03 ‘ 


Single do. 0. | 5: 
Every additional Animal, 2 
| + Saddle or other Horse, - | 

do. Cow, or other Neat ECTELE: 2 
‘do.’ Sheep or Swine, = 2 
For Carriages, Se. coming on to, or leaving the Koad, 
by the Bridge over Lock No. 14, or by the Concession Line— ‘ 
Double Teams, ~« “ l = = £002 
.. Single. do... - lege = I 
Every additional iMeiial: | ee 2 
° Saddle or other Hire. be = | 
* Cow, or other Neat: pee = neg 
Sheep or Swine, . | « 3 
All Teams, Carriages, &c. in the employ of the De ate of Public Works, to pass FREE. 
HIRAM SLATE, Sec’y. WM. 4. MERRITT, Jun, President. 


St. Catharines, January 6, 1852. 
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Lock 3, Second Canal, 
These two cement poles 

are the tallest solid 
cement poles in the world. 
They were made to carry 
power lines over the canal 
high enough to clear the 
masts of sailing ships. 
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MERRITTON TOWN HALL 


The Merritton Town Hall was constructed in 1879 by Walker Brothers on a 
tendered price of $3,000.00. The tower atthe rear was built by Michael Nestoe for 
$484.00. At that time this building was a very good size being 70 feet deep and 60 
feet wide. The solid stone walls are 18 inches thick. 


The second storey was equipped as a meeting hall and became the center of 
all social activities of the village. A large sized stage and kitchen suited social 
affairs. None of the Churches or schools had halls or auditoriums at that time and 
all churches and school social activities such as Christmas parties, plays, minstrel 
shows and dances were held there. 

In 1883 two rooms on the main floor were used when the Mechanics Institute 
and Library was formed and this remained here until 1924 when the library was con- 
structed across the street. 


Some of the interesting and histortcebthings om avsplay waLrmrie 
new museum now. locatedan the old Merrittonmeown Fallen) te 
MUSEUM 1S ODEN Aaily PormVour Viewing. 


In 1888, when the fire department was formed, the back portion of the main 
floor was changed to a fire hall and this Hall still has the hose tower for drying fire 
hose. 

Among other municipal offices provided was the police department and they 
had suitable accommodation in the basement for their cell customers. 


During the years of the Boer War, the war of 1914-15 and the Second World 
War the Town Hall was the scene of all war activities. Here the Red Cross had their 
workrooms, ration books were issued and the Civil Defence were trained. 


Immediately after the war of 1914-18, the Fire Department, which was the 
service club of that time, operated movie pictures in the upper hall on a regular 
basis. This was quite an innovation at the time. From this revenue they purchased 
the war memorial, fenced the sports park and financed other worthy projects. 
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. For a good many years the badminton club operated in the upper hall and 
provided healthy recreation for adults. The Boy Scouts also met here from about 
1920. 

The fire in 1929 burned the rear portion and the entire roof. When the build- 
ing was repaired the stairway was removed from the inner hall and the outside entrance 
on the north side added along with the two fire escapes. 


The building served as the municipal offices until the end of 1960 when 
amalgamation occurred and the St. Catharines assessment department occupied the 
building. They remained there until 1964 and the main floor was vacant until the 
Museum Board was granted use in 1965. 


BARNES WINES, LIMITED 


Barnes Wines Limited is known throughout the world as "Canada's Oldest Win- 
ery", being established in 1873 by the late George Barnes, his brother and three 
associates. 


In the early years the company was known as The Ontario Grape Growing 
and Wine Manufacturing Company Limited - the renaming of the company took place 
in 1934. Barnes Wines Limited produces a complete line of table and dessert wines, 
and has an ultra modern bottling plant and warehouse with new cellars and outside 
storage tanks with the latest of equipment. 


There are now 90 acres in production of grapes containing many of the new 
varieties for wine making. Ten acres of the large vineyards were incorporated into 
the cloverleaf on the Queen Elizabeth Highway at the entrance to St. Catharines. 


Now, 94 years later, there are over 100 tanks ranging fromthe smallest of 
3,000 gallons capacity to the largest holding 50,000 gallons, with a total capacity 
of 1,300,000 Imperial gallons. 


The company takes pride in the fact that all five founding families are still 
interested in the winery, but what is more significant is the pride of all directors and 
staff in having provided a market for grapes over a longer period than any other win- 
ery in the Niagara Peninsula. Many of the present growers are grandsons and great 
grandsons of the early founders, 
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From the Census and Assessment Rolls for the Year 1850 
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os see We - as soe 
eirmese | | ee 

= te x ra) 
Date 3 6 & = O 5 +3 
184250 Fee eo tere. 156954 | 52 94 5274 
1844 oh prereset 161334 | 46 | 83 5298 

1848 
Township 
Lincoln (County) 

Colistor™ | -a06-. 9 sree 1 5 132 
Clinton? sn. = once l 10 273 
Gainsborough .... 1 6 Zoo 
Granthcmpeavcecees 7 l 114 
Grimsby "een 4 5 333 
Louthiaata yeaa sas 1 8 120 
Niagara =e ee 3 2 209 
Town of Niagara . . 0 0 8 


Survey of 
S7 CATHARINES. 
pervious to 7809. 


In the 100 years since confederation the Niagara Peninsula has taken one 
almighty leap forward. To many the golden days of the past will be no more. There 
isa future, but just what that future will be is difficult to estimate. As an agricul- 
tural area, the Niagara Peninsula has, to some extent, becomeaburnt-out case. The 
last 100 years has seen the flowering of one of the greatest fruitgrowing areas of Ca- 
nada. Fromastandpoint on the mountains, looking northward over the valley towards 
Lake Ontario, Lord Durham, Governor General of British America, in 1838 remarked 
that he had "never seenaregion for which God had done so much and man so little." 


No doubt he was contrasting the rough unsullied landscape with that of the fine farm- 
land and residences of England. 


The Brilliance of Niagara's Fruitlands. 


Canada's richest farmlands can be seen 
around St. Catharines. 


Thomas Davis of Thorold Township 
First Grape King - 1956 


A Visitor to St. Catharines Grape Festival Parade 


Former Canadian Prime Minister John Diefenbaker. 
Next to him City Alderman Mac Chown and M.P. Bob 
Welch. 
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By 1867, agriculture and fruit farming as it is known today hardly existed. 
True, fruit was grown in this desirable and climatically suitable area, but it was far 
from being put on a commercial basis. The soil produced nearly every kind of grain 
and root crops. Apples, plums, pears and cherries were soon to be in plentiful supply. 
In 1819 peach growing was described as "being plentiful" in Upper Canada. The Nia- 
gara region had become the "fruit garden of Canada". 


RADIO 


The radio station CKTB studio isknown as the "House on Oak Hill", one time 
home of William Hamilton Merritt. It occupies a corner which by its location is rich 
in historical lore beside the St. Catharines Cenotaph, alongside of the First Welland 
Ship Canal and across the street from the monument to its builder, William Hamilton 
Merritt. This has been the home of CKTB since 1938. It has the latest equipment and 
transmits 24 hours a day. The present manager of operations is Jack Dawson. 


Capt. Hon. Wm. Hamiton Merritt Major Thomas Merritt Capt. Wm.Hamilton Merritt 


Born 1793 —— Died 1862 Born 1759 - Died 1842 Bee re ane ds EEO 
Lieut. Niagara Dragoons and Cornet Queen's Rangers in Captain in Sth. Battalion 
Capt. Commanding war of 1812 Revolutionary War 1776 Lincoln Militia 1854 
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HISTORY OF AMALGAMATION 


"Board Orders Amalgamation of City, Grantham, Merritton, Port Dalhousie" 
That's how the front page headline announced it in red, inch-deep letters. 


The date was September 15th, 1960, and amalgamation — for some a dream, 
for others a curse — had finally arrived. 


Four once-separate municipalities had grown into each other. Municipal 
boundaries had long become indistinguishable. Industry was concentrated in one area; 
industrial employees made their homes — and sent their children to school — in an- 
other area. One area couldn't afford to pave its streets; another area had hardly any 
streets to pave. 


It was a planner's nightmare, and the cry "Amalgamation Eventually, Why 
Not Now?" had been on many lips for years. 


The post-war years created a mushroom growth in the St. Catharines area, and 
by the mid-fifties it had become obvious that some governmental reorganization was 
essential to cope with this development. 


The provincial government finally announced it had rejected Merritton's ob- 
jections to amalgamation and would confirm the OMB decision. 


On the day the municipal board made its decision on Niagara township's an- 
nexation bid — it handed the township almost all of Grantham east of the canal but 
left the new city with the two industrial enclaves containing the McKinnon and the 
dry dock plants — the people of St. Catharines were told what their new municipal 
government was going to look like. 


The new city — with 17,000 acres and a population of 82,500 — was to be 
governed by a mayor and 12 aldermen, two aldermen to be elected from each of six 
city wards. There would be a 12-member board of education — two members to be 
elected from each of the six wards — and a public utilities commission and a water- 
works commission, each to consist of four elected members. 


Merritton, meanwhile, itsmeans of appeal exhausted, announced that it would 
"work and co-operate to make the new city a better place in which to live". 


Conceived amid bitterness and sharp debate, the enlarged city came into be- 
ing almost unnoticed on Sunday morning, January Ist, 1961. Its birth was overshad- 
owed by New Year's celebrations and by the biggest municipal election campaign 
this area has ever witnessed. 
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1886-1887 


FIRST ROW - DR. GOODMAN, N. KNIGHT, J.E. CUFF, CHRISTOPHER JARROW, DR. COMFORT, 

P. MC CARTHY. SECOND ROW: JON. R. MINIS, T.C. DAWSON, R.H.SMITH. THIRD ROW: 
C.LOBB, DOR. JONES, D.W. BEADLE, DR. OLLIE, W.W. GREENWOOD, JOHN SCOTT, J.B.McINTYRE, 
W.B. GILLALAND, TIMOTHY HEALY. DR a ORE Bae ere snr. MAYOR 1886-1867 


CITY GOVERNMENT 


In 1826 the population of St. Catharines was about 600. In 1827 there were 
two churches, one school house, two physicians, one lawyer, eight merchants, six 
taverns, one watchmaker, two 'saddlers', three cabinet shops, three shoe shops, two 
tailors, one hatter, onemilliner, one wagon maker, three blacksmiths, two coopers, 
one distillery, one tannery and one pottery. In 1843, the population had increased 
to 2,354. This was after the first Welland Canal had been built. This event had been 
a great stimulus to the prosperity of St. Catharines but had seriously affected the pros- 
perity of Niagara. In 1851, the population of St. Catharines was 4,368. In 1876 it 
was 12,870 and in 1940 it was approximately 28,625. The development of the City 
grew steadily in subsequent years, until finally in the latter part of 1960 an Order 
was issued by the Ontario Municipal Board for Amalgamation of the City, the former 
Towns of Merritton and Port Dalhousie and the major area of the Township of Gran- 
tham. The remaining area of the Township of Grantham, east of the Welland Ship 
Canal, was annexed by the Township of Niagara. Hence, on January Ist, 1961, a 
new City of St. Catharines was formed. In 1964 the population swelled to 87,500 
inhabitants and now in our Centennial Year it is close to 100,000. 


When the Town of St. Catharines was incorporated in 1845 it was divided into 
four Wards. In 1854, the town limits were extended and the number of wards was 
reduced to three. In 1875, the town limits were again extended and six wards were 
created. This new arrangement became effective in 1876. In July 1894 the number 
was reduced again to three, and the amalgamation of 1961 divided the City into six 
wards again, i.e. Merritton Ward, St. Andrew's Ward, St. George's Ward, St. Pat- 
rick's Ward, Grantham Ward and Port Dalhousie Ward. 
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THE GROWTH 


OF A CITY 


Nie Poul reéuet tonp. Cieesan Indian 
Trail before the white man settled in the 
country. As can be seen today, the curves 
Still FOLLow the original twisted path. 


The first election of St. Catharines asa Town was held on the first Monday in 
May, 1845. In 1849, the Legislature passed the Municipal Act to provide for the 
election of Municipal Corporations. By that Act, the Chief Magistrate of a Town 
henceforth was to be known as "Mayor". Accordingly, St. Catharines elected Mr. 
Bernard Foley as its first Town Mayor in 1850. 


By 1936 it was evident that the old City Building was not adequate and in 
accordance with the civic spirit which has ever been prominent in St. Catharines, 
steps were taken to provide a building in keeping with the importance of the Garden 
City. The result was that the old building at the corner of James and Church Streets 
was demolished and the new building, fronting on Church Street, was erected on the 
same site, considerably enlarged. The new building was opened on August 9th, 1937. 


One of the great problems created by the amalgamation of the four munici- 
palities was accommodation for civic personnel. The Police Department and Magis- 
trate's Courts were moved from the City Hall in 1964 to a new building on Church 
Street. Immediately extensive renovations were made to the City Hall enabling de- 

‘rtments to be accommodated with improved office areas. 


St. Paul Street and 
Academy Street 1n 1917. 
ine“Olde with the New, 
Motor car and buggy 


shared the roadways. 


Today, in 1967, St. Catharines is moving ahead at a greatly accelerated 
pace. Industry is the solid foundation on which St. Catharines is building for a better 
future. On the way, or recently completed, are more than $50 million in commercial 
building expansion. The Canadian Government's Welland Canal modernization pro- 


gram will mean a further $450 million expenditure. 


Canada's Golden Jubilee Parade - 1917 


In calendar year 1966, there were 1,676 building permits issued having a to- 
tal value of more than $27 million. It took just four years for industrial employment 
to increase 51.7%. Payroll muscle developed by St. Catharines increased at a faster 
pace than Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg or Oshawa. Total retail sales have increased 


$40 million in four years. 


Y 
Yj 
Z 


1945 C.N. Building, Queen Street The Mud Days - King & Queen Streets 
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Nor has the educational field been neglected. Besides new public and secon- 
dary schools, Brock University is now open. A total of $30 million will be spent up 
to 1971 in developing successive phases of Brock's master building plan. 


Favoured by excellent rail and water transportation, a network of modern 
highways, abundant water and electrical facilities, St. Catharines is moving ahead 
at an ever-quickening pace. 


Around the Town in the Early 1900's 
Beauty Contest at Lakeside Park Horticultural Show -— Lake St. Armories 


Lakeside Park - the good old days A Sunday gathering at Lakeside Park 
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MAYORS OF THE TOWN OF ST. CATHARINES 


Lf is) OME irercotald ofp. Bernard Foley 1866 1866 ee ae Thomas Burns 
Lf key ampenny meeg on, anh E.W. Stephenson 1869 = 1370 ce aa J.G. Currie 
1652S Cee wn ame E.S. Adams 187d», nic ees Roe Patrick Marren 
1S607=51 8625 he JG. Currie 1872 — 1873 3340 ee H.H. Collier 
1863" veel eee William’\McGiverin 1874 5.000 ae James Norris 
18645-1865 1! William Eccles 1875 May Ist 1876 .. James Douglas 
MAYORS OF CITY OF ST. CATHARINES 

St. Catharines has had 39 mayors since it was incorporated as a city on May 

Ist2.1876:. 
The Mayors and their terms of office were: - 
1876-77 Calvin Brown 1918 James A. Wiley 
1878 Lucius S$. Oille 1919 J. M. Elson 
1879-8 | Henry Carlisle 1920-21 E. J. Lovelace 
1882-83 - Patrick Larkin 1922 E. C. Graves 
1884 R. H. Smith 1923 E. J. Lovelace 
1885-86 Henry A. King 1924-27 Jacob Smith 
1887-88 John Ee Cott 1928-29 John D. Wright 
1889-90 J.B. Mcintyre 1930-31 Frank C. McCordick 
1891-92 E. Goodman 1932-34 Frederick H. Avery 
1893-94 Donald Robertson 1935 N.J.M. Lockhart 
1895-96 J. C. Rykert 1936 W. J. Westwood 
1897-98 William B. Gilleland 1937-38 J.D. Wright 
1899-1900 M. Y. Keating 1939-43 Charles Daley 
1901-02 J.B. Mcintyre 1943-48 Dr. W. J. Macdonald 
1903 William B. Burgoyne 1949-5] R. M. Robertson 
1904 Theodore Sweet 1952-53 A.C. John Franklin 
1905 A. W. Marquis 1954-57 John Smith 
1906-07 Andrew Riddell 1958 A.C. John Franklin 
1908-09 J. S. Campbell 1959-60 Wilfred R. Bald 
1910-11 James M. McBride 1961-64 Ivan D. Buchanan 
1912-13 Dr. W. H. Merritt 1965-67 R. M. Johnston 
1914-15 James D. Petrie 
1916-17 W. B. Burgoyne 
CENSUS FIGURES OVER THE YEARS 

1826 — 600 1900 — 16,361 1950 — . 37,543 
1843 — 2,354 1920 — 19,860 1961 — 83,736 
1851 — 4,388 1940 — 28,625 1964 — 87,500 
1876 — 12,870 1946 — 35,096 1967 — 96,000 
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Coronation Parade Float - 1953 "Citizen of the Year", 19 Oba PLUCe LHD Lik. 
Presented by Jaycee Harold Meighan 


Cenotaph War Memorial, St. Paul Street St. Catharines New Garden City Raceway 


Mo SN, 
Nien, 


Santa's Little Helper, Christmas 1960 Woodruff House, Ontario & Adam Streets 


BRITISH TIES: RE CONFEDERATION 


from News Items dated as shown : 


March 30, 1865 - England promised to defend Canada in case of trouble with 
United States. The Imperial Government was bound in honour to put forth the whole 
strength of the British Empire for Canada's defence. An appropriation for 200,000 
pounds for such use was concurred in by 272 out of 312 members. 


July 6, 1867 - The Hon. T. D'Arcy McGee addressed a meeting in London, 
England on British Provinces of North America. Mr. Cardwell, Downing Street, wrote 
to Lord Monck, the Governor General, "We repeated on the part of the Cabinet the 
assurance which had already been given of the determination of Her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment to use every proper means of influence to carry into effect without delay the 
proposed Confederation." 


Regarding the defence of Canada, the Imperial Government had sent out in- 
structions for the fortification of Quebec and suggested that Canadians might undertake 
the fortification of Montreal. 


The Canadian ministers expressed unreservedly the desire of Canada to use her 
whole resources both in men and money for the maintenance of her connection with 
the Mother Country. 


March 8, 1866 - 10,000 men were called out by Dominion Government against 
the Fenians. When daylight dawned the 10,000 were ready. 


March 29, 1866 - The N. Y. Times said the N.Y. Herald and N.Y. World 


stories were responsible for the Fenian movement. 
June 7, 1866 - The Fenian Invasion took place. (See chapter on Militia). 


August 16, 1866 - Great Britain sent the gunboats "Britomari" and "Cherub" 
from Portsmouth, England, to rove about Lake Erie hunting for Fenians. The gunboat 
"Heron" patrolled Lake Ontario. 


August 23, 1866 - The House of Lords hoped the Colonial Constitution to be 
deepened and widened. 


July 4, 1867- Reference was made to the new "Dominion" status. No special 
celebration was held. 


May 28, 1868 - The British gunboat 'Rescue' was repaired at the Shickluna 
drydock, and returned to Lake Erie, " to look after Fenian roughs". 


Camp Niagara, July 1899 

Officer with cane is J.H. Campbell, 
19th Regiment of St. Catharines. 
First soldier to left is W. Marquis. 
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The Ouro Davialton jon parade the lLocatton 
UU LeMGOTnersS OF Otel aul and Onturto StS, 


THE LINCOLN AND WELLAND MILITIA 


The militia in the peninsula had its roots in Butler's Rangers, who set up bar- 
racks in 1778 in Niagara. 


By 1808 there were five regiments of what was known as the Lincoln Militia 


which fought in the War of 1812-14. 


The Lincoln Militia took part in turning back the Fenians in the Fenian Raid 


of 1866. 


The 19th Battalion from Lincoln County together with detachments of the 16th 
and 47th British Regiments and one battery of Royal Artillery and the 10th Field Batt- 
ery (without guns) all under Col. George Peacock came from St. Catharines but failed 
to arrive in time for the battle near Ridgeway. They harassed the Fenians retreating 
to Fort Erie where they recrossed the Niagara River. The battle of Ridgeway was 
fought and won by the 13th Battalion from Hamilton and the Queen's Own Rifles from 
Toronto under Lt. Col. Alfred Booker. 


ST. CATHARINES & DISTRICT TROOPS IN THE GREAT WAR 1914-18 


On the outbreak of war on August 4, 1914 the 7th Battery of Canadian Field 
Artillery (CFA) was mobilized and recruited to war strength. In 1914 it went over- 
seas in the Ist Division CEF as the 10th Battery, and has been known as the 10th Batt- 
ery ever since. It was commanded by Major W.B.M. King, (later Major-General 
King). The 10th Battery had its origin in the Welland Canal Field Battery of earlier 
days which was at one time commanded by the grandfather of Major King. Major 
King's father Lt. Col. Frank King was also an artillery officer and lived in St. Cath- 
arines in 1914. 


In June 1915 Major W.H. Merritt took the 14th Battery from St. Catharines 
overseas as part of the 2nd Canadian Division, CEF. 
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In 1916 Major E. H. Lancaster returned from France and organized the 49th 
Battery here. It was changed to a howitzer battery and eventually became part of 
the 2nd Divisional Artillery in France. It took part in the bombardment which pre- 
ceded the attack on Vimy Ridge on Easter Monday 1917. 


In August 1914 three officers and 71 men of the 19th Lincoln Regiment went 
overseas to become part of the Ist Division CEF. The 19th sent 1,395 men to batt- 
alions other than those of the First Contingent as follows: 


19th Battalion _ 125 76th Battalion — 50 
36th Battalion —_ 120 81st Battalion _ 275 
58th Battalion _ 50 98th Battalion — 27D 


176th Battalion _ 500 


The 44th Regiment (now the Lincoln & Welland Regiment) sent 70 officers and 
2800 men tothe 20th, 36th, 37th, 58th, 76th, 81st, 84th, 97th, and 98th battalions. 


200 men enlisted here for the Army Medical Corps. and for the Army Service 
Corps. 25 men joined naval units. 48 Imperial Reservists returned to their regiments 
in Great Britain. One RR Construction Co. and a squadron of the 4th CMR's also 
were recruited in St. Catharines. Others served in engineering units. 


A complete account of their activities is impossible but alist of the engage- 
ments where they won battle honours follows: 


Ypres 1915 09 17, Passchendael 1917 
Festubert 1915 Amiens 1918 
Somme 1916 Arras ea ke: 
Arras 1917, 1918 _ Hindenburg Lane 1918 
Vimy Ridge 1917 Canal du Nord 1918 
Hill 70 1917 Pursuit to Mons 1918 


Three city men were awarded the Victoria Cross, two of them posthumously 
and a total of 264 St. Catharines men died. 


The Home Guard - by Watson Monument, corner James and Church Streets. 
Col’s. G. Thairs and J.S. Campbell on left. Present location on Cri Hall: 
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VE Day, May 1945. St. Paul Street. Thousands turned out to celebrate 
the end of the war as shown here in this historic photo of the L. & W. 
Drummer Lower left is Harold Meighan Sr. of St. Catharines. 


WORLD WAR TWO 1939=1945 


In 1939 the 10th Battery of St. Catharines under command of Major E. F. 
McCordick proceeded overseas as part of the Ist Canadian Division. This battery 
saw service in Italy and Western Europe until DE day. In 1940 a 10th Reserve Battery 
was recruited in St. Catharines. Troops from this battery served in various other 
artillery units in Italy and Western Europe. 


The Lincoln and Welland Regiment guarded the Welland Canal and the Nia- 
gara electric power generating stations. It trained at Niagara, Nanaimo and Gander 
and carried on with guard duty. Some men of this regiment joined the Royal Rifles 
of Canada and proceeded overseas to protect Hong Kong. Units from St. Catharines 
joined the 2nd Canadian Division overseas which was especially noted for its part in 
the raid on Dieppe. The story is vividly told in Col. C. P. Stacey's book. 


The Lincoln and Welland Regiment sent two drafts of men overseas to Great 
Britain in 1942. A large contingent sailed overseas from Halifax in July 1943. On 
23rd of July the Regiment was overseas at last with a strength of 37 officers and 788 
men. In August it became part of the 4th Canadian Armoured Division. There they 
had extensive Battle Training. 


In the assault on Europe the 2nd and 3rd Canadian Divisions landed in July 
1944 and fought at Caen. The 4th Canadian Armoured Division was delayed but 
landed on the Normandy beaches in July, and took up position at Caen for the assault 
on Falaise. The 2nd Canadian Division's attack was a complete success. The Ger- 
man Field Marshall von Kluge is quoted as saying, "A break-through has occurred 
near Caen the like of which we have never seen." The 4th Division was effective 
in assisting to close the Falaise Gap. Major D.V. Currie was awarded the Victoria 
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Cross. There were 80,000 Germans caught in the Falaise pocket, the remnants of 
14 divisions, of these about 45,000 were taken prisoners. The German's loss of ar- 
mour at Falaise was to prove fatal to the enemy in the battle for France and Bel- 
gium. 

The Lincoln and Welland Regiment crossed the River Seine on August 27th 
and thereby prevented the enemy from establishing a defence line which would have 
been very expensive to assault frontally. The regiment was successful in attacking 
Hill 88 which dominated the crossing. 


Lake Street Armories, the Home of the Lincoln and 
Welland Regiment 


On August 3Ist so great was the confusion of the enemy that it was decided 
to press on to the River Somme. The 3rd U.S. army had reached the Seine on the 
19th. The 2nd British Army reached Amiens on August 31st. On September 3rd the 
advance to the Somme began. The 2nd British Army had freed Brussels on the 2nd of 
September and was in Antwerp on the 5th. The 4th Canadian Armoured Division ad- 
vanced via Dixmude to the Ghent canal near Bruges. They crossed the Leopold Ca- 
nal and the border of Holland a Assende. OnSeptember 22nd orders were received 
to hand over the area to Argylls. 


In October the 4th Division joined the right half of a thrust to reach the River 
Maas to free the Schelde for Allied shipping to Antwerp which was seized by the 11th 
British Armoured Division on September 5th. The 2nd, 3rd and 4th Canadian Divi- 
sions with the 52nd and 49th British Divisions and the Ist Polish Division were to 
clear the Scheldt and advance to the Maas River. With help of other units all this 
was accomplished and the Walcheren Island was taken by November. The Scheldt 
was swept free of mines and Antwerp was opened to Allies shipping on 28th of Nov- 
ember. This became the main base of supplies for the Allied advance. Crossing the 
Maas River was costly to the St. Catharines regiment. They suffered 183 casualties 
in the capture of Kapelsche Veer in January 1945. 


In February and March the Lincoln and Welland Regiment took part in clear- 
ing the left bank of the Rhine River near Nijmegen. Although successful they had 
205 casualties. In April they crossed the Ems River and joined in the attack on Old— 
enburg near Bremen. They were at Oldenburg on May 5th when the war ended. 
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FROM THE PAST "THE GOOD OLD DAYS" 
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A City on the move: CONSTRUCTION OVER THE YEARS 


City Streets back in 1919 
were getting a face lift- 
ing from mud to concrete. 
The Old Steam unit was a 
marvel of tts day. 


Road Building with the big steam 
roller and work crew... 


Modern techniques, hot Asphalt being 
poured on St. Paul Street... 


"A Massive Project" in 1954, 
Filling in of the old canal 
at the Tegmoy Oba srawiee, 
A roadway and parking lot 
were put in to connect up 


at Car listew street. 
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St. Catharines 
Hydro on the Move 


t1O 10%. 


Today the 

ot. Catharines 
Hydro rates as 
one of the most 
modern in North 


America. 


One of the earliest 
Steam Pumpers, 1873 
Preserved by the St. 
Catharines Fire 


Department. 


gt 


Convertible of 1902! 
A status symbol of 


the early years. 


1902, da Theil 


» Sutcliffe Smith and Family, of 8 Catharines, Snapped stars Ged ey 


Conrac Car-——the First Automobile Owned in St. Cat 


Fe 


Today's Modern 
Version of the 
Automobile. 
Even after 65 
years the con- 
vertible 1s 


S14. bil Sineea Vere 


William Dawson and His 
Prize Possession, a 1928 


Durant. 
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THE GROWTH OF A CITY 


St. Catharines’ vast arteries, a net- 
work of air, sea and road. 

The Queen Elizabeth Highway, a super 
four lane highway was opened in 1939 


by the King and Queen. 


Garden City Raceway 1s shown on the 


Lert. 


WEE PLT 


Draw Bridge at Glendale Ave. McKinnon's 
at lower right. 


Port Weller Dry Docks, one of Canada's largest Shop Builders 
Photo shows a ship presently under construction. 
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A REMINISCING LOOK OVER THE YEARS 


Se 


Hayes Steel Power Plant in 1933 


™ 
located at lock 12 on Oakdale Ave. § 


Hayes modern plant in 1967 
Located 1n Thorold South, 
on the Welland Ship Canal 


The staff of Advance Printing Limited who produced this 
Centennial Book: - H.Meighan, R.Tonellato, M. Gregor, 

E. Lewis, R.Matheson, A.Tonellato. The book was printed 
on a new Heidelberg Offset Press the largest of its kind 


Ine lineoLn COUNTY’. 
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QUEEN'S PLATE 


Garden City Raceway may be only three years old, but the St. Catharines 
area has a sporting history rich in horse racing. In fact, the city can even boast of 
playing host to the famed Queen's Plate in 1867, the year of Canada's Confedera- 
tion. } 


Long before that, however, the Sport of Kings was a popular pastime through- 
out the Niagara Peninsula. 


The races in those days were on the basis of a best-of-three heats, twice a- 
round the course to a heat with the distance amounting "to a mile more or less." 


The Queen's Plate of 1867 was moved here after seven years at the village 
of Carleton on Toronto's northwest outskirts. And it was run as part of a four-day 
meet sponsored by the St. Catharines Turf Club on a track which lay on the northern 
edge of what was then the Garden City. 


KIWANIS HORSE SHOW 


St. Catharines has been the setting for the largest outdoor horse show in Ca- 
nada and one of the finest on the North American continent for forty years. It has 
attracted spectators and exhibitors from the United States, all parts of Ontario and 
Quebec; running annually for over four decades with the exception of the war years. 


The first horse show was held in the old Phelps Street Coliseum. At once a 
success, it was decided by the directors to purchase Mr. Burt Traver's private half 
mile track located at his farm on Queenston Street. The money was raised, the pur- 
chase made, and the St. Catharines Riding and Driving Club was formed. The sec- 
ond horse show was staged at the new location in July of 1928. 


One hesitates to single out an individual whose contribution surpasses an- 
other. However, special tribute must be paid to one person as there would be no 
horse show in St. Catharines today if it had not been for the dynamic drive and en- 
thusiasm of this one individual, Mr. W.E. Newman, affectionately known to all as 
"Uncle Bill". 


In 1957 the Kiwanis Club of St. Catharines was invited to share the respon- 
sibility with the St. Catharines Riding and Driving Club of producing the show and 
this arrangement has proven most satisfactory. However, it was realized in 1964 
that the show had outgrown its setting and upon approaching the directors of the 
Jockey Club Limited it was agreed to stage the 1965 show at the new Garden City 


Raceway where the accommodation for spectators and exhibitors leaves nothing to 
be desired. 


There is every reason to believe that the St. Catharines Kiwanis Horse Show 
will grow and improve until it will not only be thought of as a most creditable pro- 
ject for the community but could develop into the largest outdoor show on the con- 
tinent. 
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ROWING CLUB 


The Victory Leap - a Traditional Plunge! 


As far as St. Catharines is concerned, rowing could be termed a compara- 
tively new sport. 


It was not until 1903 when the Canadian Association of Amateur Oarsmen 
agreed to stage its annual championships on the old Welland Canal that a rowing 
club was formed here. And when first established the evening of April 2, 1903, the 
organization was known as the St. Catharines Rowing and Canoe Club. 


That first Royal Canadian Henley Regatta here was such a success that the 


CAAO let it be known the search for a permanent national rowing course might be 
over....if the association got the right kind of deal. 


St. Catharines rowing enthusiasts immediately took the cue and with the 
backing of city council agreed to build suitable accommodations along the old canal. 
Asaresult, ashellhouse went upat the south end of the rowing course in 1904 while 
a grandstand was built overlooking the finish line. 


Henleys of those days proved to be the highlight of the St. Catharines summer 
sports and social season. 


Spectators came by rail, carriage and steamer from both sides of the border 
for the one-day regattas. And when the finals were on, most of the population of 


Ui Seay OLS 
1. Chomedey R.C. 


Be heniy gece. 
a. Arcos (closer to 
. camera) 


23 ta COLnarines 
(beside them) 


5. Brockville 


Henley Course, Port Dalhousie 
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St. Catharines, Port Dalhousie, Merritton and Thorold could be found clustered a- 
bout the grassy banks of the rowing course. 

But it wasn't until 1914 that the local fans had themselves a St. Catharines 
hero. He was Dr. Alan Greenwood who recorded the St. Catharines Rowing and 
Canoe Club's first Henley victory. It came in the junior single with the young St. 
Catharines sculler covering the mile, 550-yard Henley distance i in a creditable time 
of 10 minutes, 34 seconds. 


It was but the first of a long line of Henley victories which have raised the 
St. Catharines Rowing Club to the top of the Canadian rowing scene. 


fo Bursess 


BOXING 


George Bird of St.Catharines 
Canadian Heavyweight Champion 
NO Oe OF 


Boxing in St. Catharines reached its peak in popularity in the mid-1930's 
when local fighters including George Bird, Mike Martyk and Peaches Denapoli head- 
lined cards at the old Phelps St. Stadium and the Haig lacrosse bowl. 


Bird won the Canadian heavyweight championship in 1936 and was a member 
of the Canadian team which participated in the Olympic Games in Berlin. 


The sport has madea minor comeback in the area recently through the efforts 
of the Davis Hall Boxing Club in Fonthill. 
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BASKETBALL 


Canadian-born Dr. James Naismith originated the game of basketball while 
still a student in Springfield, Mass. 


Raised in Almonte, Ontario, Dr. Naismith worked briefly in a logging camp 
before entering McGill University where he graduated in 1887. 


Using a soccer ball and two peach baskets as goals, Dr. Naismith developed 
what was termed "a tossing game" by mounting the baskets at either end of the gym- 
nasium on the edge of the elevated running track. 


The track happened to be 10 feet above the floor and this became standard 
for baskets. Nearly all his original rules are still in force. 


In 1910 a St. Catharines team actually went to the finals of the New York 
State tournament before being eliminated. 


One of the earliest recorded school teams was the St. Catharines Collegiate 
which entered a club in local competition in 1913. 


The team was composed of Collegiate principal A.E. (Scout) Coombs, man- 
ager; Art MacGlashan, coach; Harry Lancaster, Douglas Blain, Frank Ireland, Herb 
Newman, Frank Flynn and Captain Albon Chestnut. 


There was even girl's basket ball in 1913. 
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The Collegiate team was made up of Cecily Manley, Jean Malcolmson, 
Elizabeth Martin, Hazel Stobie and Viola Dawson. 


Basketball reached its peak in popularity during the late 1920's and early 
1930's and again in the mid 1940's. 


Undoubtedly the most popular team ever to play in St. Catharines was the 
St. Catharines Grads. 


The club, a combination of juvenile and junior graduates (Collins, Peart, 
Harold Cambray, Ted Hallett, Diggins, Dixon, Meacher, Leeson and Calderone) 
won the Ontario intermediate title then lost -in Montreal in the Eastern Canada fin- 
als. 

The 1930-31 team which went to the coast included Wilf Newman and Ed 
Dixon as guards; Harold (Ace) Cambray at centre; Max Peart and Howard Cambray 
forwards along with Pick Leeson, Hal Collins, Ralph Meacher and Corwin Cambray. 


The Grads were also active in softball, winning the Ontario senior B champ - 
ionship in 1933 and 1934. 


In 1944 St. Catharines businessman Ben Newman formed the Hayes Hellcats, 
made up almost entirely of American-born players from the Buffalo and Niagara 
Fal lssaNR Ve creds 

Playing their home games at the St. Catharines YMCA on Queen Street they 
won the Canadian senior championship in 1944 and 1945, both years against Edmon- 
ton Engineers. 


1927 Members of the St. Catharines Saints and Baptist Clubs 


TOP LEFT - BILL COULL, HARRY HAMER, DICK TAYLOR, MR. OSBORNE, GEO. ALLAN, STU HOWES, STUB OSBORNE 
BOTTOM - JIM COULL, HARVEY MEIGHAN, SCOOP CRAWFORD, DICK GOOCH, BILL LOUNSBERRY, VERN LOUNSBERRY 
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HOCKEY 
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Before the erection of Garden City Arena in 1938 hockey was played in some 
rather curious places in the St. Catharines area. 


Find a flat piece of land and chances were that sooner or later a rink would 
appear. 

There were numerous outside rinks and for a time regular games were sched- 
uled — regardless of the temperature — on boarded ice surfaces in Port Dalhousie, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Thorold, Port Weller, Niagara Falls and St. Catharines. 


The site of rinks within St. Catharines changed often but some of the better- 
known hockey headquarters were where the Lyceum now stands on Church Street; 
land owned by the Niagara, St. Catharines and Toronto Railway, now the location 
of the Capital Theatre; and property next to the Grand Opera House on Ontario St., 
now Dorado Lanes. 


For a time even the locks of the third Welland Canal were used for city 


league games. The N.S. & T. team was coached and managed by Jack House, 
better known later as a St. Catharines rowing official. 


At least two inside rinks were also in use during the earlier days of St. Cath- 
arines. The first St. Catharines Armory, known locally as the "Drill Shed" and stand- 
ing on property behind Robertson School, was flooded for several years and interest 
in hockey became so great that the St. Catharines team in the Niagara District 
League actually imported players at considerable expense. One of those brought 
in from out of town was Doc Tobin of Cornwall. 


Included on the last team to play there, about 1900, were Jack Norris, a 
relative of the Norris family which controls the Chicago and Detroit franchises in 
the National Hockey League, Bill Henderson, Jack Spragge, Ted Hodges, Tommy 
Brown, Jack (Tod) Downey, Murray Kennedy and Orley Miles. 
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A few years later the Phelps Street Stadium, later used as a wrestling and 


boxing arena, was purchased by the Cameron brothers, Jack, Joe and Bob, and they 
immediately installed ice. 


However, uncertain weather conditions and the lack of artificial freezing 
equipment made it economically impossible to continue and the last ice there dis- 
appeared before the First World War. 


St. Catharines was without inside hockey facilities for almost a quarter cen- 
tury before Garden City Arena, financed by public subscription, was opened in 


1938. 


WENTWORTH JUNIORS, CHAMPTONS N.D.H.L.—O.H.A. 4% FINAILS, 1934-1935. 
Seated— ‘Ald. Westwood, D. MacDonald, E. McLean, H. Ruch, J. Lawrenson, H. Doherty, L. Cunningham, J. Jackson, L. Cahill. 


Donator of Cup Mgr. an¢ Coach Secretary 
Standing— J. Hicks, B. Young, D. Paxton, R. Hand, M. Cahill, C. Shaver, B. Lounsbury, S. O'Keefe J. Armstrong. 
Trainer Pres. N.D.H.L. 


(G. Inglis F. Tomezyk J. Davis not in picture) 


The most successful St. Catharines teams, in terms of championships, at Gar- 
den City Arena were the Teepees. 


They won the Canadian junior hockey title in 1954 and again in 1960, both 
times defeating Edmonton Oil Kings. 


St.Catharines TeePees 1952-1953 
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Jimmy Joy 


Jim Joy, was involved in more sports, looked after the physical well-being 
of more athletes and was closely associated with more teams than any person who 
ever lived in St. Catharines. 


Jim was a pretty fair athlete in his own right before joining the Canadian 
Army in 1914. His specialty was track and field and he held the Niagara District 
record for the half-mile when entering service. 


In the last half century fully 75 per cent of all boys and men in any local 
sport came in contact with him at some stage of their career. 


He was active with the West St. Catharines Lacrosse Club, the Shamrocks, 
trained the junior and senior Athletics during several of their Canadian champion- 
ship years. 

He trained the football Rams and Bulldogs in the 1940s, stayed in that sport 
with St. Catharines Collegiate teams, then turned out with the St. Catharines Saints 
when senior football came to this city last year. 


He was with the St. Catharines Rowing Club for many years and his boxing 
connections go back to the days when Firpo Williams was fighting main events. 


He trained softball teams —both men's and women's — for more than two de- 
cades, was in the same capacity with the old St. Catharines Grads in basketball and 
with the Hayes Hellcats in the mid-1940's when they won two Canadian senior cham- 
pionships. 


How he found time to look after his regular job (official photographer for the 
Welland Canal) or take part inactivities outside of sport we'll never know. But find 
time he did. He was ringmaster at the local horseshow, active in the Big Brothers, 
and for many years president of the Edith Cavell Home and School. 


Rex Stimers, for 32 years St. Catharines' 
sports broadcaster. Famous for his "Phantom Broad- 
casts of Lacrosse Games" in the early '40's and 
known throughout Canada as one of the leading 
announcers in the sports field, a tribute to a man 
who promoted every field of sport that came within 
his microphone. The memories of Rex's flamboy- 
ant announcing shall live for many decades to 
come. 
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McKINNON INDUSTRIES F. C., NIAGARA DISTRICT LEAGUE CHAMPIONS, 1937 


BACK ROW— A. Bale J. Dempsey L. Jones J, Garrie, Capt. T. Garrie M. Sosiak A, Bowden 
Goal Right Half Right Back Goal Left Back Left Half Trainer 
CENTRE ROW B. Burton H. Fernay G. Bean C. Milne R. Brodkson W.Rutherford D. Morden A. Collin A. MacFarlane 
Manager Chairman Outside Right Inside Right Centre Half Inside Left Outside Left Secretary. Ass't Trainer 
FRONT ROW— T. Twaddle T. Purdie F. Brown 
Outside Right LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY (1. Forward TIM & MAC CHALLENGE TROPHY Right Half 


High School Football for many years has been 
the top sport throughout the area. 


"The Road Runners" 


St. Catharines Collegiate's 
Annual Harrier's Race. Track 
and Field has been on the up- 
swing 1n the last five years 
and it will not be too long 
before St. Catharines will be 
able to boast of Canadian 
Champions. 


Athletics Fastball Champions 1906 


LACROSSE 


Business Man's Club of 1902, at the 
Collegiate School Grounds. 


The St. Catharines Athletic Lacrosse Club was established in 1877. Lacrosse 
quickly became a popular sport in St. Catharines with all games being played at the 
area known simply as The Lacrosse Grounds, now the site of the Collegiate Institute. 


Although this city produced many outstanding players, the determination to 
win prompted the importing of such outside stars as Corey Hess and Don Cameron. 


The St. Catharines team of that era included such names as Bill Elliott, Tod 
and Jack Downey, Frank Mcllwain, Shooty Richardson, Charlie Lowe, Bill Fitzger- 
ald, Bill Hope, George Kalls and Pete Barnett. 


Hope, Kalls and Barnett all played professionally and Fitzgerald, in 1909, 
left Toronto to accept a $5,000 offer from Vancouver. With the average salary 
about $12 a week, this was an unheard-of sum for a professional athlete. 
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ST. CATHARINES REDSHIRTS, 1933 ONTARIO JUVENILE LACROSSE CHAMPIONS 


Rear row (left to right), James Brannen, home; Tom Teather, rover; Tom VanAlstyne, home; Hamilton Johnston, rover; Marty Cahill, coach; Geoorge Hope, defence; 
Roy Morton, home; George Urquhart, home; Bruce Anthony, home. Front row (left to right), Max Peart, league president; Vincent Baker, home; Harold Manning, 
goal; Hugh Maclean, rover; Charles Hemphill, home; Carl Madson, defence; James MacDonaid, home; Frank Brown, league secretary; Norman MacDonald, mascot. 


The first St. Catharines team to win the Glove Shield, emblematic of pro- 
vincial lacrosse supremacy, was the Athletics of 1889. 


At the time, St. Catharines was the lacrosse capital of Canada, at least in 
the amateur division. 


Box Lacrosse replaced the field game 30 years later and in 1938 the Athletics 
started another dynasty which produced seven Ontario champions and five Canadian 
winners in the following nine years. 


The 1938 Athletics, considered by many to be the best in the history of box 
lacrosse included goaltender Bill Whitaker and Walt Coupland, defencemen Carl and 
Frank Madsen, Roy Barnard and George Hope, forwards George Urquhart, Roy Mor- 
ton, Joe Cheevers, Bill Fitzgerald, Wandy McMahon, Tom and George Teather, 
Eddie Kelly, Harry Green, Winston Millar. 


Soon after the start of Box lacrosse in the 1930's Joe Cheevers, Bill Wilson 
and Wandy McMahon left their home town to play with Canadian senior champion- 
ship teams in Orillia. 


Joe McNulty, Tony Damico, Ken Croft, JimMcNulty and many others played 
with Toronto in the 1940's; Tom Teather, Doug Cove, Cheevers and Doug Favell 
found their way to Hamilton; Harry Wipper, Gerry Fitzgerald, Bob Thorpe and Nip 
O'Hearn formed the nucleus of the Peterborough Mann Cup champions in the 1950s. 


Even this year Ron Roy and Dave Hall are with Toronto Maple Leafs. Bob 
McCready and Sandy Doberstein are playing with Brooklin Merchants. 


Six St. Catharines men are members of the Canadian Lacrosse Hall of Fame 
which was opened this year in New Westminster, B.C. 


Those from the field lacrosse era are George Kalls and Bill Fitzgerald, Sr. 


Box lacrosse players named are Bill Wilson, Carl (Gus) Madsen, Jack (Wandy) 
McMahon and Doug Favell. 


Bill Fitzgerald, Jr., is a member of the Hall of Fame nominating committee. 
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1938 Mann Cup Canadian Champions Senoir A's. 
Bottom: Bill Whitaker, Harry Green, Roy Barnard, Geo. Hope, Gus Madsen, Bill 


Wilson, W. McMahon, J. Cheevers. Center: N. McDonald, F.Madsen, Mel Soper, 
A.Broun, Mr. H.Dudley, D.Miller, G.Teather, J. McDonald. Top: T.Teather, 


E.Kelly, W.Coupland, G.Urquhart, R.Morton, W.Miller. 


St. Catharines men have played major roles in directing both field and box 
lacrosse on a provincial and national level. The first St. Catharines man to hold the 
Ontario Lacrosse Association presidency was Henry O'Loughlin in 1895. 


W. J. Westwood, later the mayor of St. Catharines, was president in 1919, 
J.D. Wright in 1924, Danny Millar in 1942, Art Brown in 1952 and 1953, Fred Con- 
radi in 1958 and 1959. Conradi is now first vice-president of the Canadian Lacrosse 
Association. 


Col. E.H. Lancaster, who played in the St. Catharines city league from 1902 
until 1905, was an executive member and vice-president of the CLA.in the 1940's. 


1945 JUN. OR ATHLETICS 
Top: Jack Timlock, Tony Cupola, Jerry Fitzgerald, ked Mitchell, Doug Cove, 


Nip O'Hearn, Doug Wignall, C. Cunningham. Bottom: Leo Teatro, Jack Gatecl1ff, 
Geo. Scott, W.Frick, W. Croft, Bill Bradshaw, Tom Bye. 
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